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Third Sunday after Epiphany 

January 21, 2024 at 11:00 am 
 
 
 
 

GATHERING IN FAITH 

 

 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
Welcome    

Please sign, pass and return Friendship Record pads during this time of announcements. 
 
Trinity Chimes In the name of the Father, Son, and Holy Spirit, Amen. 
   
Call to Worship (Psalm 86)   

Leader: There is none like you, O Lord, nor are there any works like yours. 

People:  All the nations you have made shall come and bow down before you, O Lord, 

and shall glorify your name. For you are great and do wondrous things, you 

alone are God.   
 
*Hymn of Praise  All Hail to God’s Anointed Hymnal, No. 205 
  Using tune: ELLACOMBE 

All hail to God's anointed, great David's greater Son! 

All hail, in time appointed, Your reign on earth begun! 

You come to break oppression, to set the captive free, 

To take away transgression and rule in equity. 
 

You shall come down like showers upon the fruitful earth, 

And love, joy, hope, like flowers, spring in Your path to birth: 

Before You on the mountains shall peace, the herald, go, 

And righteousness in fountains from hill to valley flow. 
 

All rulers bow before You, and gold and incense bring; 

All nations shall adore You, Your praise all people sing; 

To You shall prayer unceasing and daily vows ascend; 

Your rule is still increasing, Your rule is without end. 
 

O'er every foe victorious, You on Your throne shall rest; 

From age to age more glorious, all blessing and all blest: 

The tide of time shall never Your covenant remove; 

Your name shall stand forever, Your changeless name of love. 

 

“Yet I would not be truthful if I attributed my embrace of Christianity solely to the realization that 
atheism is too weak and divisive a doctrine to fortify us against our menacing foes. I have also 
turned to Christianity because I ultimately found life without any spiritual solace unendurable — 
indeed very nearly self-destructive. Atheism failed to answer a simple question: what is the 
meaning and purpose of life?”                     Ayaan Hirsi Ali, “Why I am Now a Christian,” 11/2023 
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*Prayer of the Day (please remain standing)  
Call to Confession 
Prayer of Confession     

Merciful God, in Your gracious presence we confess our sin and the sin of this world. 

Although Christ is among us as our peace, we are a people divided against ourselves as we 

cling to the values of a broken world.  

         …time for silent confession 
Lord, have mercy upon us; heal and forgive us. Set us free to serve you in the world as 

agents of your reconciling love in Jesus Christ. Amen.  
 

Assurance of Pardon 

Leader:  The good news is that God is faithful in all His words and gracious in all His deeds. 

God upholds all who are falling, and raises up all who are bowed down. 

People: We have received God’s grace and we are at peace. Thanks be to God. Amen.  
 
*Act of Praise   

 

 
 
 

HEARING GOD’S WORD 
Prayer for Illumination   Sue Sanford  
Gospel Reading Matthew 2: 1-12 Pew Bible, NT, page 2  

The Word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 
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Time with the Children Ronnie Bailey 
 As the children gather                     Where Children Belong Congregation Singing 

 

 
Epistle Reading 1 Corinthians 1:26-31 Pew Bible, NT page 166 

The Word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 

 
Sermon      A Wise Woman Still Seeks Him                                    Steve Crocco
  
 

RESPONDING TO GOD’S WORD 
 

Faith Community Concerns, the Pastoral Prayer and the Lord’s Prayer 
Our Father, Who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name.  Thy kingdom come, Thy will 
be done, on earth as it is in heaven.  Give us this day, our daily bread, and forgive us 
our debts as we forgive our debtors.  And lead us not into temptation but deliver us 
from evil.  For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever.  Amen. 

 
The Offering of Our Tithes and Gifts 

Call to Offering   
 

Hymn at The Offering (please remain seated) Congregation Singing 
As with Gladness Men of Old Hymnal, No. 63 
 

As with gladness men of old did the guiding star behold; 

As with joy they hailed its light, leading onward, beaming bright; 

So, most glorious Lord, may we evermore be led to Thee. 
 

As with joyful steps they sped to that lowly manger bed, 

There to bend the knee before Him whom heaven and earth adore; 

So may we with willing feet ever seek Thy mercy seat. 
 

As they offered gifts most rare at that manger rude and bare; 

So may we with holy joy, pure and free from sin’s alloy, 

All our costliest treasures bring, Christ, to Thee, our heavenly King. 
 

Holy Jesus, every day keep us in the narrow way; 

And, when earthly things are past, bring our ransomed souls at last 

Where they need no star to guide, where no clouds Thy glory hide. 
 

Prayer of Dedication    



4 

 

SENDING INTO THE WORLD 
 

*Hymn of Dedication Lord, Dismiss Us with Thy Blessing Hymnal, No. 538 
 

Lord, dismiss us with Thy blessing; fill our hearts with joy and peace; 

Let us each, Thy love possessing, triumph in redeeming grace. 

O refresh us, O refresh us, traveling through this wilderness. 
 

Thanks we give and adoration for Thy gospel’s joyful sound; 

May the fruits of Thy salvation in our hearts and lives abound. 

Ever faithful, Ever faithful to the truth may we be found. 
 

So that when Thy love shall call us, Savior, from the world away, 

Let no fear of death appall us, glad Thy summons to obey. 

May we ever, May we ever reign with Thee in endless day. 
 
*Charge and Blessing Steve Crocco 
 
Postlude Organ 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

WORSHIP NOTES 
 
Worship next Sunday, January 28 – 8:30 and 11:00 am in the Sanctuary.  

4th Sunday after Epiphany. Rev. Tim Spring will share the message Follow Me based on Mark 
1: 14-20. 

               
Early Worship at 8:30 am – a more intimate service, approximately 45 minutes, with a simple 

worship order including the sermon and two congregational hymns with piano 
accompaniment. 

 
Service for The Lord’s Day - at 11:00 am. This traditional worship service includes a fuller 

liturgy, with sermon and congregational hymns. A variety of musical styles are offered by our 
various choirs accompanied by the pipe organ, piano and other musical instruments. Sharing 
in the Ministry of Music on JAN 28th will be the JuBELLation Ringers and the Chancel Choir. 

 
JAM stands for “Jesus And Me” and are our 2 classes for children. Kindergarten through Grade 

2 and Grades 3-6. We welcome middle schoolers who want to mentor and build relationships 
with our younger kids. JAM will be held after Children’s Time that takes place during worship.  
We will have an engaging, fun, children’s sermon. Following that, children will join their classes 
in the upper level. Contact Ronnie with questions. 
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Music reprinted and broadcast under OneLicense.net A-726321.  All rights reserved. 
 The Presbyterian Hymnal – Hymns, Psalms and Spiritual Songs, 1990 Westminster/John Knox 

Press. 
 Where Children Belong - Sing the Faith © 2003 by Geneva Press; adapted and compiled by 

permission from The Faith We Sing © 2000 Abingdon Press 

 Glory to God – The Presbyterian Hymnal, © 2013 Westminster John Knox Press. Glory to 

God, Whose Goodness Shines on Me, Hymnal No. 582, Text: Trad. Liturgical text; adapt. 

Paul M. Vasile/Music: Paul M. Vasile/Text Adapt and Music @ 2008 
 
Coming Sunday FEB 4th – join us at 11:00am for a Communion Service of inspiration and joy as 

the Chancel Choir presents Robert Ray’s Gospel Mass. The choir will sing (in English) the 
various movements of this choral work throughout the service. The work includes African 
American gospel style with a touch of jazz and rock. Six soloists will join the choir accompanied 
by piano, Eric Waggoner; electric bass, Paul Banahasky and drums, Keith Parton for a toe-
tapping worship experience. 

 
 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 

Weekday Bible Study – Steve Crocco is teaching a Bible study this winter on the book of 
Hebrews.  The study meets on Wednesdays at 11:00 am, Small Group Room. Elevator and 
Fifth Street doors open at 10:20 am. 

 
OPC Film Series - Join us at 7:00 pm in the Multi-Purpose Room. Brochures are available in the 

vestibules.  Elevator door entrance opens at 6:15 pm. 
               FEB 2 – Indian Horse (2017) FEB 16 – The Most Reluctant Convert (2021) 
 
Men's Breakfast Fellowship - Come join us on Tuesday FEB 6 at 8:30 am in the Dining Room. 

Breakfast is served family style at 8:30 so come a few minutes early.  Our goal is to provide a 
good breakfast, an interesting program after the breakfast and an opportunity to make new 
friends and see old friends. 
FEB 6 - The program will be: "Race & Union - How the House Divides 1846-1861", John 

Hackworth will describe the causes of the breaking apart of the Union and the Civil War 
beginning. 

MAR 5 - Gary Tabas, MD and Pitt Med School Professor will discuss: "How to get the most 
out of your doctor visit" - Why it matters how you prepare, and what you can do to ensure a 
meaningful and productive visit with your doctor. 

 
Chancel Flowers – Are you interested in placing flowers in the sanctuary some Sunday to provide 

beauty to worship? One or two arrangements are welcome each week and can be placed in 
memory of loved ones, in celebration of an event or to honor someone, and all to the Glory of 
God.  Contact Carla Lowman (412-826-5914) to RSVP your date with info and wording for 
the bulletin. Available dates: FEB 4 and 11 (In keeping with our Lenten tradition, flowers 
will not be needed during Lent.) 

 
Your OPC Family Cares About You!  There are times when you are ill, in the hospital or in 

emotional need and we don't know about it, please remember to contact the church office 
(412.828.5770) or a staff member so we can support you in your time of need. You are loved!  

 
Prayer Requests - Members of our church will pray for you and anyone in need. Please send 

prayer requests to:  prayers@oakmontpresby.org or contact Carol Heimerich at 412.242.1028. 
 
 
 
 
 

mailto:prayers@oakmontpresby.org
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Deacons - Food Donations - Thank you for your donations to the food banks at RCAC and Verona 
Methodist Church supporting families in our community. Please continue to place donations in 
the shopping carts or drop off financial donations to the office/collection plate. Questions – 
contact Judy Murray at 724-816-7561. Special request for items that can be heated by kids 
in the microwave, i.e., canned beef stew, spaghetti, soup, microwavable mac & cheese. 

  
Soups On met last week and prepared Ham and Bean Soup and Potato Corn Chowder. Stop down 

at the kitchen freezer and take a container to a friend, neighbor, or relative who needs a cup of 
cheer and to see your smiling face! Next Soups On will meet FEB 18 at 10am in the Kitchen. 

 
2024 Per Capita - Each member is asked to contribute $36.35 for the Per Capita Fund.  Your 

contribution enables the local Presbytery, regional Synod and national General Assembly to 
provide resources to operate the church. Please remember to give using the envelope (included 
in your box of envelopes).  If you do not pay your Per Capita amount, the money will be taken 
from the Church Operating Expenses. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

OPC STAFF 
 The Rev. Dr. Tim E. Spring  Interim Pastor 
 The Rev. Dr. Stephen Crocco  Associate Pastor 
 Michael P. Frank, III  Director of Music Ministries/Organist 
 Ronnie Bailey  Education Director for Children and Youth 
 Maureen Stecik  Program Staff Assistant 
 Tracy Messenger  Financial Secretary of Accounting 
 Marge Kuhn  Financial Secretary of Contributions 
 Roberta Erickson  Handbell Choir Director 
 Ron Burkert AV Team Coordinator 
 The Rev. Dr. Steve Wilson  Honorably Retired Pastor Emeritus 
  

415 Pennsylvania Avenue, Oakmont, PA  15139 
412-828-5770 (Office) 

www.oakmontpresbyterianchurch.org 

http://www.oakmontpresbyterianchurch.org/
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CHURCH CALENDAR 

 

SUNDAY January 21 – 3rd Sunday after Epiphany 

  8:30 am Worship (Sanctuary)  

  9:30 am Coffee & Conversation (Multi-Purpose Room) 

10:15 am Children’s Choir Rehearsal (Upper Level) 

11:00 am Worship (Sanctuary) & Via Livestream  

 & children’s JAM (K-Grade 2 & Grades 3-6) 

 

MONDAY January 22 

12:00 pm AA’s (Small Group Room)  

  7:00 pm Boy Scout Troop #854/Cub Pack #137 (MPR/DR) 

 

TUESDAY January 23 

  7:00 pm Our Journey Without Them (Marie Berg Chapel) 

 

WEDNESDAY  January 24 

10:00 am Women’s AA (Multi-Purpose Room) 

11:00 am Bible Study (Small Group Room) 

12:15 pm Staff (Small Group Room) 

  4:30 pm JuBELLation Ringers Rehearsal (Sanctuary) 

  6:30 pm Lions Club Glass Cleaning (Kitchen) 

 

THURSDAY January 25 

  7:00 pm Chancel Choir Rehearsal (Sanctuary) 

  8:00 pm NA’s (Dining Room) 

 

FRIDAY January 26 

 

SATURDAY January 27 

  8:00 pm AA’s (Dining Room) 

 

SUNDAY January 28 – 4th Sunday after Epiphany 

  8:30 am Worship (Sanctuary)  

  9:30 am Coffee & Conversation (Multi-Purpose Room) 

  9:30 am Bell Choir Rehearsal (Sanctuary) 

10:00 am Chancel Choir Rehearsal (Sanctuary) 

10:15 am Children’s Choir Rehearsal (Upper Level) 

      11:00 am Worship (Sanctuary) & Via Livestream  

 & children’s JAM (K-Grade 2 & Grades 3-6) 

  1:00 pm Youth Group (Youth Room) 
 

 
 
 


