Living in God’s Coming Kingdom

Main Themes in Matthew

Main Themes in Matthew
1. Embracing Jesus as Messiah
2. Seeking the Kingdom of Heaven
3. Following Jesus
4. Welcoming All

The Problem of Evil
Not everyone who says to me, ‘Lord, Lord,’ will
enter the kingdom of heaven, but only the one
who does the will of my Father in heaven. On
that day many will say to me, ‘Lord, Lord, did we
not prophesy in your name, and cast out demons
in your name, and do many deeds of power in
your name?’ Then I will declare to them, ‘I never
knew you; depart from me, you evildoers.’
(Matt. 7:21-23)

Herod’s Evil Deed
When Herod saw that he had been tricked by the
wise men, he was infuriated, and he sent and killed
all the children in and around Bethlehem who were
two years old or under….Then was fulfilled what had
been spoken through the prophet Jeremiah: “A voice
was heard in Ramah, wailing and loud lamentation,
Rachel weeping for her children; she refused to be
consoled, because they are no more.” (Matt. 2:16-18)

The Temptations of Jesus
Then Jesus was led up by the Spirit into the
wilderness to be tempted by the devil. He fasted forty
days and forty nights, and afterwards he was
famished. The tempter came and said to him, “If you
are the Son of God, command these stones to
become loaves of bread.” But he answered, “It is
written, ‘One does not live by bread alone, but by
every word that comes from the mouth of God.’”
(Matt. 2:16-18)

“Structural Evil”
But if there are not sufficient means to recover
[property sold because of poverty], what was sold
shall remain with the purchaser until the year of
jubilee; in the jubilee it shall be released, and the
property shall be returned.
(Leviticus 25:28)

The Subtlety of Evil…in Us
“Do not judge, so that you may not be judged. For with
the judgment you make you will be judged, and the
measure you give will be the measure you get. Why do
you see the speck in your neighbor’s eye, but do not
notice the log in your own eye?...You hypocrite, first
take the log out of your own eye, and then you will see
clearly to take the speck out of your neighbor’s eye.”
(Matt. 7:1-5)

The Need for Humility
At that time the disciples came to Jesus and asked,
“Who is the greatest in the kingdom of heaven?” He
called a child, whom he put among them, and said,
“Truly I tell you, unless you change and become like
children, you will never enter the kingdom of heaven.
Whoever becomes humble like this child is the greatest
in the kingdom of heaven. Whoever welcomes one such
child in my name welcomes me.” (Matt. 18:1-5)
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The Wise Man and the
Foolish Man
The wise man built his house upon the rock (3x)
And the rain came tumbling down.
Oh, the rain came down, and the floods came up (3x)
And the wise man's house stood firm….
So, build your house on the Lord, Jesus Christ…

What the Wise Man Does
“Everyone then who hears these words of
mine and acts on them will be like a wise man
who built his house on rock. The rain fell, the
floods came, and the winds blew and beat on
that house, but it did not fall, because it had
been founded on rock.”
(Matt. 7:24-25)

Practicing Righteousness
“Blessed are those who hunger and thirst for
righteousness, for they will be filled.”
“For I tell you, unless your righteousness
exceeds that of the scribes and Pharisees,
you will never enter the kingdom of heaven.”
(Matt. 5:6, 20)

The So-called “rich, young, ruler”
Matthew

And behold, one came up to him,
saying, "Teacher, what good
deed must I do, to have eternal
life?"
And he said to him, "Why do you
ask me about what is good? One
there is who is good. If you
would enter life, keep the
commandments." 19.18 He said to
him, "Which?" And Jesus said,
"You shall not kill, You shall not
commit adultery, You shall not
steal, You shall not bear false
witness, 19.19 Honor your father
and mother, and, You shall love
your neighbor as yourself." 19.20
The young man said to him, "All
these I have observed; what do I
still lack?" 19.21 Jesus said to him,

"If you would be perfect, go, sell
what you possess and give to
the poor, and you will have
treasure in heaven; and come,
follow me." 19.22 When the young
man heard this he went away
sorrowful; for he had great
possessions.

Mark

17And as he was setting out on
his journey, a man ran up and
knelt before him, and asked him,
"Good Teacher, what must I do
to inherit eternal life?" 10.18And
Jesus said to him, "Why do you
call me good? No one is good
but God alone. 10.19You know
the commandments:
'Do not kill, Do not commit
adultery, Do not steal, Do not
bear false witness, Do not
defraud, Honor your father and
mother.'"
10.20And he said to him,
"Teacher, all these I have
observed from my youth."
10.21And Jesus looking upon
him loved him, and said to him,
"You lack one thing; go, sell what
you have, and give to the poor,
and you will have treasure in
heaven; and come, follow me."
10.22At that saying his
countenance fell, and he went
away sorrowful; for he had great
possessions.

Luke
And a ruler asked him, "Good
Teacher, what shall I do to
inherit eternal life?"
18.19 And Jesus said to him,
"Why do you call me good? No
one is good but God alone.
18.20 You know the
commandments:
'Do not commit adultery, Do not
kill, Do not steal, Do not bear
false witness, Honor your father
and mother.'"

18.21 And he said, "All these I
have observed from my
youth." 18.22 And when Jesus
heard it, he said to him, "One
thing you still lack. Sell all that
you have and distribute to the
poor, and you will have
treasure in heaven; and come,
follow me."
18.23 But when he heard this
he became sad, for he was
very rich.

A “Wider Group” of
Disciples
Many women were also there, looking on
from a distance; they had followed Jesus from
Galilee and had provided for him. Among
them were Mary Magdalene, and Mary the
mother of James and Joseph, and the mother
of the sons of Zebedee.
(Matt. 27:55-56)

An Uncomfortable Call
Then Jesus told his disciples, “If any want
to become my followers, let them deny
themselves and take up their cross and
follow me.”
(Matt. 16:24)

The (so-called) “Rich, Young Ruler”
Matthew 19
And behold, one came up to him,
saying, "Teacher, what good
deed must I do, to have eternal
life?"
And he said to him, "Why do you
ask me about what is good? One
there is who is good. If you
would enter life, keep the
commandments." 19.18 He said to
him, "Which?" And Jesus said,
"You shall not kill, You shall not
commit adultery, You shall not
steal, You shall not bear false
witness, 19.19 Honor your father
and mother, and, You shall love
your neighbor as yourself." 19.20
The young man said to him, "All
these I have observed; what do I
still lack?" 19.21 Jesus said to him,

"If you would be perfect, go, sell
what you possess and give to
the poor, and you will have
treasure in heaven; and come,
follow me." 19.22 When the young
man heard this he went away
sorrowful; for he had great
possessions.

Mark 10
17And as he was setting out on
his journey, a man ran up and
knelt before him, and asked him,
"Good Teacher, what must I do
to inherit eternal life?" 10.18And
Jesus said to him, "Why do you
call me good? No one is good
but God alone. 10.19You know
the commandments:
'Do not kill, Do not commit
adultery, Do not steal, Do not
bear false witness, Do not
defraud, Honor your father and
mother.'"
10.20And he said to him,
"Teacher, all these I have
observed from my youth."
10.21And Jesus looking upon
him loved him, and said to him,
"You lack one thing; go, sell what
you have, and give to the poor,
and you will have treasure in
heaven; and come, follow me."
10.22At that saying his
countenance fell, and he went
away sorrowful; for he had great
possessions.

Luke 18
And a ruler asked him, "Good
Teacher, what shall I do to
inherit eternal life?"
18.19 And Jesus said to him,
"Why do you call me good? No
one is good but God alone.
18.20 You know the
commandments:
'Do not commit adultery, Do not
kill, Do not steal, Do not bear
false witness, Honor your father
and mother.'"

18.21 And he said, "All these I
have observed from my youth."
18.22 And when Jesus heard it,
he said to him, "One thing you
still lack. Sell all that you have
and distribute to the poor, and
you will have treasure in
heaven; and come, follow me."
18.23 But when he heard this
he became sad, for he was
very rich.
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Simon Peter: the Prime
Example of a Disciple, I
He said to them, “But who do you say that I am?”
Simon Peter answered, “You are the Messiah,
the Son of the living God.” And Jesus answered
him, “Blessed are you, Simon son of Jonah! For
flesh and blood has not revealed this to you, but
my Father in heaven. And I tell you, you are
Peter, and on this rock I will build my church.”
(Matt. 16:15-18)

Simon Peter: the Prime
Example of a Disciple, II
Jesus turned and said to Peter, “Get behind
me, Satan! You are a stumbling block to me;
for you are setting your mind not on divine
things but on human things.”
(Matt. 16:23)

Matthew as a “Manual
for Discipleship”
→ The disciples are learners
→ The disciples serve as models

→ We, like they, gradually learn
to fail less and succeed more!

As Learners (Disciples),
Following Jesus and
Seeking the Kingdom, we strive to:
➢
➢
➢
➢
➢

Do the will of the Father
Hear and do the words of Jesus
Practice righteousness
Embrace humility
Live in Love

A Difficult Command!
“You have heard that it was said, ‘You shall
love your neighbor and hate your enemy.’ But
I say to you, Love your enemies and pray for
those who persecute you, so that you may be
children of your Father in heaven; for he
makes his sun rise on the evil and on the
good…”
(Matt. 5:43-45)

A Closing Prayer
Good and Gracious God,
Your Son, Jesus Christ, invites all people to
follow him and become his disciples. Touch our hearts,
enlighten our minds, and stir our spirit. Help us daily
to take up our cross and follow him, by living his Word
and proclaiming his Good News to those around us.
May our faith in you increase; may our hunger for the
Gospel intensify…as we learn to love one another
as he has loved us… Amen.
(Holy Disciples Church, Puyallup, WA)

FOR THOSE WHO LIKE
ASSIGNMENTS!!!
➢ Matthew 15:1-28
➢ Matthew 21:28-43
➢ Matthew 25:31-46

