
 

Candlelight Worship  

Christmas Eve 2022 ~ 10:00 pm 

 
 
 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

Trinity Chimes   In the name of the Father, Son, and Holy Spirit, Amen. 

 

Prelude    Organ 

There’s a Song in the Air (quoting five additional Carol fragments) arr. Ron Schmoltze 

Es ist ein Ros' entsprungen (Lo, How a Rose E'er Blooming) arr. Johannes Brahms 

 

Introit    Chancel Choir 

A Christmas Call to Worship Tom Fettke 
“For unto us a child is born, unto us a Son is given: 

and the government shall be upon His shoulder: 
and His name shall be called Wonderful, Counselor, the mighty God, 

The everlasting Father, The Prince of peace.” 
 

“Glory to God in the highest, and on earth peace, good will toward all.” 
“Glory to God in the highest, and on earth peace, good will toward all.” 

Glory to God! Glory to God! Glory to God in the highest. 
We sing, “Glory to God.” We sing, “Glory to God in the highest.” 

 
- Isaiah 9:6; Luke 2:14 

 
The Lighting of the Christ Candle  Debbie Hays 
 

Leader: The Advent wreath is a circle with no beginning and no end. It is a symbol of God’s unending love 

and faithfulness. 

People:  Jesus Christ is the brightest revelation of God’s love. He is the image of the invisible God, the 

firstborn over all creation. 

Leader: Christ Jesus, who being in very nature God, did not consider equality with God something to be 

grasped, 

People:  but made Himself nothing, taking the very nature of a servant, being made in human likeness. 

Leader: We light the Christ candle affirming that the Word became flesh and made His dwelling among us. 

We have seen His glory, 

People:  the glory of the One and Only, who came from the Father, full of grace and truth. 

Leader: Let us worship God. 
 

Welcome to Worship this Holy Night 
 

We gather together to celebrate Jesus’ birth.  
We will share in the worship by singing carols,  

offering prayers and in lighting our candles. 
 

Your parts in worship are printed in bold print. 
 

We pray that with shepherds of long ago you may hear afresh the good news of Jesus’ 
birth and with the joy of the angel chorus offer God your worship. 

 
We invite you to join in worship tomorrow and January 1st at 11:00 a.m. Two Sunday 

worship opportunities resume on January 8 at 8:30 and 11:00 am. 
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*Christmas Carol of Praise O Come, All Ye Faithful Please join in singing 
O come, all ye faithful, joyful and triumphant, 

O come ye, O come ye, to Bethlehem. 

Come and behold Him, born the King of Angels! 

O come let us adore Him, O come let us adore Him, 

O come let us adore Him, Christ the Lord! 
 

True God of true God, Light from Light Eternal, 

lo, He shuns not the Virgin's womb; 

Son of the Father, begotten, not created! 

O come let us adore Him, O come let us adore Him, 

O come let us adore Him, Christ the Lord!  
 

Sing, choirs of angels, sing in exultation!   

Sing, all ye citizens of heaven above! 

Glory to God, all Glory in the highest! 

O come let us adore Him, O come let us adore Him, 

O come let us adore Him, Christ the Lord! 
 

Yea, Lord we greet Thee, born this happy morning,  

Jesus to Thee be all glory giv’n; 

Word of the Father, now in flesh appearing! 

O come let us adore Him, O come let us adore Him,  

O come let us adore Him, Christ the Lord! 
 

Words: John Francis Wade/trans. Frederick Oakeley 
Music: John Francis Wade/Harm. The English Hymnal  

 
*Prayer for This Holy Night Steve Crocco 
 

Welcome   Candlelight Worship 
 

Prayer of Confession 

God of grace and truth, in Jesus Christ You came among us as light shining in darkness.  We confess 

that we have not welcomed the light, or trusted good news to be good.  We have closed our eyes to 

glory in our midst, expecting little, and hoping for less. 

…silent prayer 

Merciful God, forgive our doubt, and renew our hope, so that we may receive the fullness of Your 

grace, and live in the truth of Christ the Lord. 
 

Declaration of Pardon 

Christ our Savior gave Himself for us, that He might redeem us from our sin and claim us as God’s own 

people. Believe the good news, in Jesus Christ we are forgiven. 

Alleluia!  Amen. 

 
*Christmas Act of Praise  What Child is This  Hymnal, No. 53 

What Child is this who, laid to rest on Mary's lap is sleeping? 

Whom angels greet with anthems sweet while shepherds watch are keeping? 
 

Refrain: 

This, this is Christ the King, Whom shepherds guard and angels sing; 

Haste, haste, to bring Him laud, The Babe, the Son of Mary! 
 

Why lies He in such mean estate, where ox and ass are feeding? 

Good Christian, fear; for sinners here the silent Word is pleading.   (R) 
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So bring Him incense, gold, and myrrh, come one and all, to own Him. 

The King of kings salvation brings; let loving hearts enthrone Him.   (R) 
 

Prayer for Illumination   Steve Wilson 
 
The Prophet’s Proclamation - Isaiah 9:2-7  Pew Bible, OT page 638 
 

Christmas Carol Lo, How a Rose E’er Blooming Hymnal, No. 48 
Lo, how a rose e'er blooming from tender stem hath sprung. 

Of Jesse's lineage coming, by faithful prophets sung. 

It came a floweret bright, amid the cold of winter, 

When half spent was the night. 
 

Isaiah 'twas foretold it, ehe rose I have in mind, 

With Mary we behold it, the virgin mother kind. 

To show God's love aright she bore for us a Savior, 

When half spent was the night. 
 
The Christmas Story - Luke 2:1-14   Kirsten French 
   Pew Bible, NT, Page 58 
 
*Christmas Carol Angels We Have Heard on High Hymnal, No. 23 

Angels we have heard on high sweetly singing o'er the plains, 

And the mountains in reply echoing their joyous strains. 
 

Refrain: 

Gloria, in excelsis Deo; Gloria, in excelsis Deo. 
 

Shepherds, why this jubilee? why your joyous strains prolong? 

What the gladsome tidings be which inspire your heavenly song?   (R) 
 

Come to Bethlehem and see Him whose birth the angels sing; 

Come, adore on bended knee Christ the Lord, the newborn King.   (R) 
 

The Christmas Story - Luke 2:15-20  Pew Bible, NT, Page 58 
 
Presentation of Our Gifts in Thanksgiving for the Christ Child 
 
Call to Offering   Steve Crocco 

 
Prayer of Dedication   

God of every good and perfect gift, we thank You for Your greatest gift, Your Son, Jesus Christ, 

our Lord.  In this season when so many gifts are given and received, we pray that You will receive 

the gifts we offer now.  Use them according to Your purposes, bringing Your good news of great 

joy to all people; through Jesus Christ, our Savior.  Amen. 

 
A Choral Offering Tenors and Basses of The Chancel Choir 

O Holy Night (Cantique de Noël) Scott M. Hyslop 
O holy night! The stars are brightly shining, it is the night of the dear Savior’s birth. 

Long lay the world in sin and error pining, ’til He appeared and the soul felt its worth. 
A thrill of hope the weary world rejoices, for yonder breaks a new and glorious morn. 

Fall on your knees! O hear the angel voices! 
O night divine, O night when Christ was born; 

O night divine; O night divine. 
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Led by the light of faith serenely beaming, with glowing hearts by His cradle we stand. 

So led by light of a star sweetly gleaming, 
there came the wise men from the Orient land. 

The King of kings lay thus in lowly manger; in all our trials born to be our friend. 
He knows our need, to our weakness no stranger; 

Behold your King! Before Him lowly bend! 
Behold your King, your King! Before Him bend! 

 
Truly He taught us to love one another; His law is love and His gospel is peace. 

Chains shall He break, for the slave is our brother,  
and in His name all oppression shall cease. 

Sweet hymns of joy in grateful chorus raise we, let all within us praise His holy name. 
Christ is the Lord, then ever, ever praise we. 

His pow’r and glory evermore proclaim. 
His pow’r and glory evermore proclaim. 

 
– Trans. John Sullivan Dwight 

 

The Christmas Message A Season of Wonder Steve Wilson 

The Wonder of Jesus’ Birth 

Ministry of Music  Chancel Choir 

Night of Wonder   Karen E. Black 
What have we to ponder on this night of wonder?  

Bethlehem’s stillness, starry night. 
Gentle snow. world shimm’ring bright.  

Still our minds that we might gently think on this. 
 

Beauty. Wonder. Beauty. Wonder. Ponder this; ponder hope. 
What have we to ponder on this night of wonder? 

Mary, Joseph’s dauntless faith. Infant one ordained for grace. 
Still our souls that we, as they, will think on this. 

 
 
 
 
 

Faith and grace. Faith and grace. Ponder this; ponder love. 
 

What have we to ponder on this night of wonder? 
Angels’ chorus, shepherd’s awe. Sacred space, yet cattle stall. 

Tune our hearts that they may sing and think on this. 
Timeless gift. Timeless gift. Ponder hope. Ponder love. 

- Paul E. Hoffman 

 

 

Lighting of the Candles   (when lighting the candles, please tip only unlit candles) 
 

 

Christmas Carol  Silent Night, Holy Night Please join in singing 
 

Silent night, holy night!  All is calm, all is bright, 

Round yon virgin mother and child!   Holy Infant, so tender and mild, 

Sleep in heavenly peace, Sleep in heavenly peace. 
 

Silent night, holy night!  Shepherds quake at the sight, 

Glories stream from heaven afar, Heavenly hosts sing: "Alleluia; 

Christ the Savior is born, Christ the Savior is born." 
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Silent night, holy night!  Son of God, love's pure light 

Radiant beams from Thy holy face, with the dawn of redeeming grace, 

Jesus, Lord, at Thy birth, Jesus, Lord, at Thy birth. 
 

Silent night, holy night!  Wondrous star, lend thy light; 

With the angels let us sing, Alleluia to our King; 

Christ the Savior is born, Christ the Savior is born. 
Words: Joseph Mohr/trans. John Freeman Young 
Music: Franz Xaver Gruber 

 

Acclamation (adapted from Ken Bible, 1996) 

Love has come: a light in the darkness! 

Love is God now asleep in the hay. 

Love is born! Come, share in the wonder. 

Love is Jesus within and among us. 

Born unto you, a Savior! 

Praise be to You, our God on high! 

 
 

*Christmas Carol    Joy to the World! Hymnal, No.40  
Joy to the world! The Lord is come:  Let earth receive her King; 

Let every heart prepare Him room,  

And heaven and nature sing, and heaven and nature sing,  

And heaven and heaven and nature sing. 
 

Joy to the world! the Savior reigns:  Let us our songs employ; 

While fields and floods, rocks, hills, and plains 

Repeat the sounding joy, Repeat the sounding joy, 

Repeat, repeat the sounding joy. 
 

No more let sins and sorrows grow, nor thorns infest the ground; 

He comes to make His blessings flow 

Far as the curse is found, far as the curse is found, 

Far as, far as the curse is found. 
 

He rules the world with truth and grace, and makes the nations prove 

The glories of His righteousness, 

and wonders of His love, And wonders of His love, 

and wonders, wonders of His love.  
Words: Isaac Watts, 1719; alt. 
Music: ANTIOCH – attr. George Frederick Handel/arr. Lowell Mason 

 

*Blessing Steve Wilson 
  

Postlude  Organ 

 Angels, from the Realms of Glory  Henry T. Smart/arr. Edwin C. Johnson 

(also quoting For Unto Us a Child Is Born from Messiah by G.F. Handel) 
 
 
 
 
 



6 

 

 

WE WELCOME YOU TO WORSHIP ON THIS HOLY NIGHT 
 

The Oakmont Presbyterian Church family welcomes you.  It is our hope that you will worship with us again.  

We invite you to participate in the life and ministry of this community of faith. 

 

Please exercise caution with the candles.  You will find a basket in the vestibules where you may place your 

extinguished candles after worship. 

 

Music reprinted and broadcast under OneLicense.net A-726321.  All rights reserved. 

Hymns taken from: 

 The Presbyterian Hymnal – Hymns, Psalms and Spiritual Songs, 1990 Westminster/John Knox Press. 
 

Our Heartfelt Thanks to the Worship Arts Team (Adele Selinger, coordinator) for the design and 

implementation of Advent and Christmas appointments!  We also thank Ann Buechli and Dixie Anderson for 

ordering and arranging the poinsettias. 

 

Thank you to those who purchased poinsettias: 
 

Sam and Dixie Anderson 

Amanda Betler 

Ann and Hank Buechli 

Amy and Ron Burkert 

Marsha and Brett Cuckler 

Robert Erdeljac 

Jamie Fair 

Sue Gibbon 

Robin Gourley 

Polly and Nick Kokales 

Gail Latimer 

Judy Murray 

Jane Park 

Kathy Samson 

Susan Sanford 

Steve Wilson and Diane Rudolph

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

OPC STAFF 
 

 The Rev. Dr. Stephen Wilson  Senior Pastor 

 The Rev. Dr. Stephen Crocco  Associate Pastor 

 Michael P. Frank, III  Director of Music Ministries/Organist 
 Ronnie Bailey  Education Director for Children and Youth 

 Maureen Stecik  Program Staff Assistant 

 Buster Harper  Custodian 
 Tracy Messenger  Financial Secretary of Accounting 

 Marge Kuhn  Financial Secretary of Contributions 

 Roberta Erickson  Handbell Choir Director 
 Ron Burkert  AV Team Coordinator 
  

415 Pennsylvania Avenue, Oakmont, PA  15139 

412-828-5770 (Office) 

www.oakmontpresbyterianchurch.org 

http://www.oakmontpresbyterianchurch.org/
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Thank you to all in our church family  

for your expressions of kindness and love. 

Merry Christmas! 
 

The OPC Staff 

Bert, Buster, Marge, Maureen, Michael, Ron, Ronnie, Steve C, Steve W, Tracy 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 
CHRISTMASTIDE AT OPC 

 
Dec 25 – Christmas 

11:00 am – A worship service of readings and Christmas carols. 

Sharing in the Ministry of Music: Michael Frank, organ/piano 

 

Jan 1 – First Sunday of Christmas 
11:00 am – The Wonder of the Magi – Rev. Wilson preaching. 

Celebration of the Lord’s Supper   

 Sharing in the Ministry of Music: Roberta and Robert Erickson and  

      Michael Frank, organ/piano 

 

Jan 8 – Baptism of the Lord 
  8:30 am & 11:00 am – After Jesus Was Baptized – Rev. Wilson preaching 

  Ordination/Installation of Elders and Deacons  

  The Chancel Choir returns to share in the Ministry of Music. 


