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Thirteenth Sunday after Pentecost 

September 4, 2022 at 10:00 am 
 

 
 

GATHERING IN FAITH 

 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 

Trinity Chimes In the name of the Father, Son, and Holy Spirit, Amen. 
 
Prelude (see worship notes page 6)  Organ 

Prelude on CHAUTAUQUA William F. Sherwin/arr. Robert J. Powell 
 
Welcome   Steve Wilson 

Please sign, pass and return Friendship Record pads during this time of announcements. 
 
Gathering Hymn Holy, Holy, Holy! Lord God Almighty! Congregation singing  

Holy, holy, holy! Lord God Almighty!  

Early in the morning our song shall rise to Thee; 

Holy, holy, holy! Merciful and mighty!  

God in three Persons, blessed Trinity! 
 

Holy, holy, holy! all the saints adore Thee, 

Casting down their golden crowns around the glassy sea; 

Cherubim and seraphim falling down before Thee, 

Who wert, and art, and evermore shalt be. 
 

Holy, holy, holy! Lord God Almighty! 

All Thy works shall praise Thy Name, in earth, and sky, and sea; 

Holy, holy, holy! merciful and mighty! 

God in three Persons, blessed Trinity! 
 

Call to Worship  Rev. Debbie Blair 
Leader: We worship the Lord who said,  

People: “Come to Me, all you that are weary and are carrying heavy burdens, and I will 

give you rest.” 

Leader: He said, “Take My yoke upon you, and learn from Me; for I am gentle and humble in 

heart, and you will find rest for your souls.” 

People: And He promised “…My yoke is easy, and My burden is light.” 

Leader: Let us worship the Lord our God. 

Reflection in Preparation for Worship 
 

Good for the body is the work of the body, 

Good for the soul is the work of the soul, and 

Good for either the work of the other. 

- Henry David Thoreau, Journal 
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*Hymn of Praise When Morning Gilds the Skies Hymnal, No. 487 
When morning gilds the skies, my heart awaking cries: 

May Jesus Christ be praised!  Alike at work and prayer 

To Jesus I repair: may Jesus Christ be praised! 
 

Does sadness fill my mind? A solace here I find: 

May Jesus Christ be praised!  Or fades my earthly bliss? 

My comfort still is this: may Jesus Christ be praised! 
 

Let earth's wide circle round in joyful notes resound: 

May Jesus Christ be praised!  Let air and sea and sky 

From depth to height reply: may Jesus Christ be praised! 
 

Be this, while life is mine, my canticle divine: 

May Jesus Christ be praised!  Be this the eternal song 

Through all the ages long: may Jesus Christ be praised! 
 
 
*Prayer of the Day (please remain standing) Rev. Blair 
  
Prayer of Confession   

Lord, we confess that we have stored up treasure on earth, placing our trust in our 

possessions and our money.  We have made work into our master, letting work invade 

the time You give us to rest, to interact with others, and to worship.  Sometimes we “make 

do” and “get by” in our work, rather than working with our whole heart.  We have been 

overwhelmed by worry and stress, forgetting to place our work in Your hands and to 

trust You for the harvest.  At times we have resented our bosses, unfairly judged our 

coworkers, and lorded it over those we supervise. 

….moment of silent prayer 
God of all creation, You have given us work to do and strength to work.  Forgive, we pray, 

all our sins because of Your Son, Jesus Christ.  Amen. 
 

Assurance of Pardon 

Leader: Hear the good news!  Christ died for us, Christ rose for us, Christ reigns in power 

for us, Christ prays for us.  Anyone who is in Christ is a new creation.  The old life 

has gone; a new life has begun.  Believe the good news of the gospel: In Jesus Christ 

you are forgiven. 

People:  Thanks be to God! 
 

 
HEARING GOD’S WORD 

 
Prayer for Illumination   Congregation singing 

Break Thou the Bread of Life  Hymnal, No. 329, stanza 1 
Break Thou the bread of life, Dear Lord, to me, 

As Thou didst break the loaves beside the sea; 

Beyond the sacred page I seek Thee, Lord; 

My spirit pants for Thee, O living Word! 

 

Old Testament Reading Genesis 2:4b-9, 15 Pew Bible, OT, page, 2 

The Word of the Lord 

Thanks be to God! 
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Time with the Children Steve Wilson 
Children will return to sit with their parent(s). 

 
Epistle Reading 1 Corinthians 12:4-11 Pew Bible, NT, page 174 

The Word of the Lord 

Thanks be to God! 
  

Response to The Word  Congregation singing 
Break Thou the Bread of Life  Hymnal, No. 329, stanza 2 

Bless Thou the truth, dear Lord, now unto me, 

As Thou didst bless the bread by Galilee; 

Then shall all bondage cease, all fetters fall; 

And I shall find my peace, my all in all! 
 
Sermon Rediscovering the Blessing in Our Work Steve Wilson 
 
 

RESPONDING TO GOD’S WORD 
 

*Hymn of Response Jesus, Our Divine Companion using tune:  CONVERSE 

Jesus, our divine Companion, by Your lowly human birth 

You have come to join the workers, burden bearers of the earth. 

You, the carpenter of Nazareth, toiling for Your daily food, 

By Your patience and Your courage You have taught us work is good. 
 

Where the many toil together, there You are among Your own; 

Where the solitary labor, You are there with them alone. 

You, the peace that passes knowledge, dwelling in the daily strife; 

You, the Bread of heaven are broken in the sacrament of life. 
- Henry van Dyke 

 

Faith Community & Concerns and the Pastoral Prayer Rev. Blair  

 

The Offering of Our Tithes and Gifts 

Call to Offering and Prayer of Dedication Steve Wilson  
 

Music at the Offering  Organ  
   To the Work!                     W. H. Doane/arr. Harold DeCou 

To the work! To the work! We are servants of God, 

Let us follow the path that our Master has trod; 

With the balm of His counsel our strength to renew, 

Let us do with our might what our hands find to do. 
 

Toiling on, toiling on, toiling on, toiling on; 

Let us hope (and trust), let us watch, (and pray), and labor till the Master comes. 
-Fanny J. Crosby 
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Invitation to the Lord’s Supper  Steve Wilson 
 

Responsive Great Prayer of Thanksgiving Steve Wilson/Rev. Blair 

Leader: The Lord be with you. 

People: And also with you. 

Leader: Lift up your hearts. 

People: We lift them to the Lord. 

Leader: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

People: It is right to give our thanks and praise. 

Leader: It is truly right and our greatest joy…Therefore we praise You, joining our voices 

with choirs of angels and with all the faithful of every time and place, who forever 

sing to the glory of Your name: 

 

People: Sanctus (sung twice) using tune:  CHAUTAUQUA 

 
 

Leader: You are holy, O God of majesty…Great is the mystery of faith: 

 
Memorial Acclamation 

People: 

 
 

Music:  David A. Billings 
Text:     Traditional Liturgy 

 

Leader: Gracious God, pour out Your Holy Spirit upon us… Through Christ, with Christ, in 

Christ, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, all glory and honor are Yours, almighty God, 

now and forever. 
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People: Great Amen  (sung three times, move up in half steps) 

 
 

And now, with confidence as God’s children, we pray together:  Our Father, Who art in heaven, 
hallowed be Thy name.  Thy kingdom come, Thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.  
Give us this day, our daily bread, and forgive us our debts as we forgive our debtors.  And 
lead us not into temptation but deliver us from evil.  For Thine is the kingdom and the 
power and the glory forever.  Amen. 

 
The Breaking of the Bread 
 
The Communion of the People  Please hold elements until all have been served. 
 
Prayer after Communion Steve Wilson 
 
 

SENDING INTO THE WORLD 
 
*Hymn of Dedication Come, Labor On Hymnal, No. 415 

Come, labor on.  Who dares stand idle, on the harvest plain 

While all around him waves the golden grain? 

And to each servant does the Master say, “Go work today.” 
 

Come, labor on.  Claim the high calling angels cannot share; 

To young and old the Gospel gladness bear. 

Redeem the time; its hours too swiftly fly.  The night draws nigh. 
 

Come, labor on. Away with gloomy doubts and faithless fear! 

No arm so weak but may do service here; 

Though feeble agents, may we all fulfill God's righteous will. 
 

Come, labor on. No time for rest, till glows the western sky, 

Till the long shadows o’er our pathway lie, 

And a glad sound comes with the setting sun, “Well done, well done!” 
 
*Charge and Blessing Steve Wilson 
 
Postlude    Organ 
Largo   (from the opera Xerxes) G.F. Handel  
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WORSHIP NOTES 
 

A word about today’s music selections - Chautauqua Reflections… 
As we bring the summer season to a close and in gratitude for the time I had for reflection and 
renewal of body and spirit at Chautauqua Institution, I offer you a glimpse into life there through 
Chautauqua Reflections... Chautauqua Institution is a community on the shores of Chautauqua 
Lake in southwestern New York State that comes alive each summer with a unique mix of fine 
and performing arts, lectures, interfaith worship and programs, and recreational activities. In pre-
Covid times, over the course of nine weeks, more than 100,000 visitors participated in programs, 
classes and community events for all ages — all within the beautiful setting of a historic lakeside 
village. It is like stepping back in time. 
 
The Prelude and Sanctus (response sung in Communion Liturgy) are both based on a hymn  
sung every Sunday evening to begin the Sacred Song Service. The text of Day Is Dying in the 
West was written by Mary A. Lathbury (1841-1913) at the request of Bishop John H. Vincent, 
D.D., in the summer of 1877 and first used in services of the Chautauqua Literary and Scientific 
Circle. The tune was composed in 1877 for this text by William F. Sherwin (1826 – 1888) when 
he was the music director for the Chautauqua Institution. 

 
The Hymn of Praise (Holy, Holy, Holy!) is sung, every Sunday morning of the season, to open 
the Ecumenical Worship service in the large amphitheater, accompanied by the large outdoor 
Massey Pipe Organ with several thousand people joining their voices together. 

 
The Hymn Break Thou the Bread of Life - Prayer of Illumination and in Response to the Word: 
Mary A. Lathbury wrote this text in 1877 at the request of Bishop John H. Vincent, D.D., for 
use in the Chautauqua Assembly services. They were first published in Chautauqua Carols 
(1878). Not originally intended for use in communion services, but rather as a simple prayer for 
illumination, the text draws on Biblical images to depict Scripture’s role in our lives. The 
stanzas we sing today recall Jesus breaking and blessing the loaves at the feeding of the five 
thousand. William F. Sherwin composed the tune BREAD OF LIFE in 1877 for the stanzas by 
Lathbury  

   
The Postlude is a transcription of Handel’s famous Largo (from the opera Xerxes). The Largo  
is played every Sunday evening (from the end of June to the end of August) to close each Sacred 
Song Service. This tradition began on August 6, 1907 when the Massey Memorial Organ was 
dedicated and continues to the present. 

 
Flowers are given by Bill Taylor in memory of Elva Taylor whose birthday was September 4. 
 
Next Sunday, September 11 at 11:00 am – Homecoming Sunday  

Steve Wilson will be preaching Running with Perseverance based on Psalm 103 and Hebrews 
12:1-12. Sharing in the Ministry of Music will be members of the Chancel Choir plus 
instrumentalists Paul Banahasky, electric bass; Ken Crawford, guitar; Jamie Fair, piano; Beth 
Michael, flute; Keith Parton, drums/percussion. 

 
Early Worship Service - Your Worship Committee and Session have been working to bring back 

the early Sunday morning worship service.  Beginning Sunday October 2nd, we will start a 3-
month trial of a worship service beginning at 8:30 am and ending at approximately 9:15 
am.  This service will not be livestreamed.  This service will retain all important liturgies to our 
Faith but will change some of the format to a streamlined liturgy with communion by intinction, 
piano music only with one opening and one closing hymn and cares, concerns and 
announcements moved to the end of the service.   

 

Your comments and reactions will be appreciated as we seek to determine what we may like to 
change about the service and whether it is serving our congregation well.  Thank you for your 
support and prayers as we seek to determine future plans. 

 
 



7 

 

 
Music reprinted and broadcast under OneLicense.net A-726321.  All rights reserved. 

Hymns taken from:  
 The Presbyterian Hymnal – Hymns, Psalms and Spiritual Songs, 1990 Westminster/John 

Knox Press. 
 
 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 

Chancel Flowers – would you like to place flowers in the sanctuary some Sunday to provide 
visual beauty to worship? One or two arrangements are welcome each week and can be placed 
in memory of loved ones, in celebration of an event or to honor someone, and all to the Glory of 
God. Contact Carla Lowman (412-826-5914) to RSVP your date with info and wording for 
the bulletin. We appreciate your assistance in beautifying our sanctuary!  

 
Your OPC Family Cares About You!  Because there are times when you are ill, in the hospital 

or in emotional need and we don't know about it, please remember to contact the church office 
(412.828.5770) or a staff member (mstecik@oakmontpresby.org) so we may support you in your 
time of need. You are loved!  

 
Prayer Requests - Members of our church will pray for you and anyone in need. Please send 

prayer requests to:  prayers@oakmontpresby.org or contact Carol Heimerich at 412.242.1028. 
 
Charles Huddleston Heaton (1928-2021) – Celebration of Life on Saturday, September 10, 

1:30 pm - Prelude Music; 2:00 pm Service, reception to follow; St. Andrew’s Episcopal Church, 
5801 Hampton Street, Pittsburgh. Dr. Heaton served OPC as Guest Organist and then Interim 
Director/Organist from May 25,2003 through June 2004. 

 
OPC Chancel Choir Rehearsals Resume September 8 - The Chancel Choir is gearing up to 

resume weekly rehearsals on Thursday, September 8th at 7:30 pm in the Choir Room. We 
rehearse on Thursday evenings from 7:30-9:00 pm.  Our first Sunday back to lead in 
worship will be September 25, with a Service of Commissioning for the entire Music Ministry.  
We are happy to have new singers join us at ANY time of the year - OPC members, visitors, and 
community members - from Grade 9 and up.  You just need a willingness to learn and develop 
your voice and a servant’s heart to give of your time as you join in an awesome opportunity to 
lead God’s people in Worship.  If you have questions, please contact Michael Frank at 412-828-
5770 x206 or via email mfrank@oakmontpresby.org. 

 
OPC Film Series - Join us at 7:00 pm in the Multi-Purpose Room. Brochures are available in the 

vestibules.  Elevator door entrance opens at 6:15 pm. 
        SEPT 9 – The Miracle Season (2018) SEPT 23 – Dog (2023) 
 
Becoming a Part of the OPC Family of Faith New Member Gathering – We at OPC are a 

diverse group of people who find meaning in gathering together for worship, study and service. 
Gatherings for those interested in becoming a part of the OPC family of faith will be Sundays, 
September 18th through October 2 from 9:30 am – 10:30 am in the Marie Berg Chapel.  New 
members will be received during worship on Sunday, October 2 during the 11:00 am 
worship service. If you are interested or have questions, please contact Steve Wilson at 
swilson@oakmontpresby.org or through the church office at 412.828.5770. 

 
Back to School Parent Workshop – Sunday, SEPT 18 from 12:30-2:00pm in the Multi-

Purpose Room through Samaritan Counseling.  Cost is $10/person.  RSVP at 
www.samaritancounseling.net/parent. More info to follow. 

 
Men’s Breakfasts will resume Tuesday, September 6th at 8:30 am with a scrumptious breakfast 

and a time of interaction around the table. Everyone is welcome. 
 

mailto:mstecik@oakmontpresby.org
mailto:prayers@oakmontpresby.org
mailto:mfrank@oakmontpresby.org
mailto:swilson@oakmontpresby.org
http://www.samaritancounseling.net/parent
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Presbyterian Women are looking forward to our new year of Circle meetings in the Lona McCrea 
Room.  We will meet the first Wednesday of each month at 1:30 pm. We are starting our new 
PW Horizon Bible study entitled Celebrating Sabbath. Accepting God’s Gift of Rest and Delight.  
Each Lesson focuses on a particular passage of scripture.  This is the story of how Sabbath is 
becoming an important part of your life in Christ. Our first lesson is entitled Sabbath and 
Celebrations and the key idea is to give us all a fresh start on the subject of Sabbath.  All women 
of the church who are interested in an afternoon Bible study are welcome on September 7 at 
1:30 pm.  Contact Margie King if you are planning to attend at 412-828-5844.  Refreshments 
will be served. 

 
Children’s Choir Kick-Off! Tuesday, September 6, 5:15-6:00 pm in the lower-level music 

room. Children and parents are invited to share in a light meal afterward.  Join us as we celebrate 
God’s love through song!  Contact Angie Thompson at althomp321@gmail.com for more info. 

 
Fall Bible Study Opportunities - Members and friends of OPC, this fall Steve Crocco will offer 

a weekly Bible study. If you are interested, please send him an email with "Bible Study" in the 
subject line (scrocco@oakmontpresby.org). Books to study and schedules will be worked out 
based on responses and interests.  Also, Steve C. is happy to lead a study on a current book 
dealing with the Christian life. If you are interested, include "Book Study" in the subject line. 
He has some ideas and is open to your suggestions. 

 
Deacons are collecting NEW Women's underwear in sizes small, medium or large for the ladies 

at the Light of Life Ministries. Next time you are at Kohls, Walmart, Target, Sam's Club pick up 
a pack and deposit it in the container at the top of the stairs in the 5th street entrance. 

 
Thank you to all of my church family who have supported me with wonderful cards, notes, texts 

and telephone calls.  I am truly blessed to have so many of you thinking of and praying for my 
complete recovery after my fall in Canada.  Thank you all.  In Christian friendship, Pat Zanella 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

mailto:althomp321@gmail.com
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CHURCH CALENDAR 
 

TODAY September 4– 13th Sunday after Pentecost 

10:00 am WORSHIP AND COMMUNION (Sanctuary)  

 and Via Livestream and Children during worship (PreK–2nd grade) 

11:00 am Lemonade on the Lawn (weather permitting) 

 

MONDAY September 5 – Labor Day 

 Church Office Closed 

12:00 pm AA’s (Multi-Purpose Room) 

  7:00 pm JuBELLation Ringers Rehearsal (Choir Room) 

  7:00 pm Boy Scout Troop #854 (Multi-Purpose Room) 

 

TUESDAY September 6 

  8:30 am Men’s Breakfast (Dining Room) 

  5:15 pm Children’s Choir Kickoff (Lower Level) 

 

WEDNESDAY  September 7 

10:00 am Women’s AA (Dining Room) 

  1:30 pm PW Circle Meeting (Lona McCrea Room) 

 

THURSDAY September 8 

  8:00 pm NA’s (Dining Room) 

  6:15 pm Homecoming Singers and Instrumentalists (Sanctuary) 

  7:00 pm Chancel Choir Rehearsal (Choir Room) 

 

FRIDAY September 9 

  7:00 pm OPC Film Series (Multi-Purpose Room) 

 

SATURDAY September 10 

  8:30 pm AA’s (Dining Room) 

  2:00 pm Memorial Service for Charles Heaton (St. Andrews Episcopal Church) 

 

SUNDAY September 11 – 14th Sunday after Pentecost / Homecoming Sunday 

10:00 am Trustees Meeting (Library) 

11:00 am WORSHIP (Sanctuary)  

 and Via Livestream and Children during worship (PreK–2nd grade) 

12:00 pm Homecoming Picnic (OPC side lawn) 
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WORSHIP MOVES TO 11:00 am 

 

NEXT SUNDAY, September 11 

 

OPC STAFF 
 The Rev. Dr. Stephen Wilson Pastor 
 The Rev. Dr. Stephen Crocco Associate Pastor 
 Michael P. Frank, III Director of Music Ministries/Organist 
 Ronnie Bailey Education Director for Children and Youth 
 Maureen Stecik Program Staff Assistant 
 Buster Harper Custodian 
 Tracy Messenger Financial Secretary of Accounting 
 Marge Kuhn Financial Secretary of Contributions 
 Roberta Erickson Handbell Choir Director 
 Ron Burkert AV Team Coordinator 
  

415 Pennsylvania Avenue, Oakmont, PA  15139 
412-828-5770 (Office) 

www.oakmontpresbyterianchurch.org 

http://www.oakmontpresbyterianchurch.org/

