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Fifth Sunday in Lent 

March 26, 2023 at 11:00 am 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

GATHERING IN FAITH 

 

 
 
 
 

 

Trinity Chimes In the name of the Father, Son, and Holy Spirit, Amen. 

 

Prelude Organ 

Give Me Jesus African American Spiritual/arr. Richard Billingham 

In the morning when I rise, in the morning when I rise, 

In the morning when I rise, give me Jesus. 

Give me Jesus, give me Jesus, 

You can have all this world, give me Jesus. 
 

O when I am alone, O when I am alone, 

O when I am alone, give me Jesus. 

Give me Jesus, Give me Jesus, 

You may have all the rest, give me Jesus. 
- Traditional 

Welcome to Oakmont Presbyterian Church! 
We are pleased to have you join us for worship today. 

So that you may feel at home with us, please note the following: 
 

Visitor Parking spaces may be found in the Dogwood Way parking lot and across the street in the Oak 
Ridge Condo upper and lower parking lots.   

 
The Nursery is available for use as a cry room. Ask Ushers for directions. 
 
Large Print Bulletins and Children’s Worship bags are available from the ushers. 
 
To preserve the atmosphere of worship, please turn off all electronic devices. 
 
An asterisk (*) in the worship liturgy indicates that all may stand in body or spirit. 
 
Service Dogs are used by several of our members.  Please do not pet them when harnessed. 
 
Hearing Assistance - Our sanctuary has two options for those needing hearing assistance: receivers with 

headphones which are available from the AV Team at the soundboard and Bluetooth/WiFi Assisted 

Listening System for use with smartphones (headphones or earbuds required) or Bluetooth hearing aids. To 

utilize the Bluetooth/WiFi system: 1) join the sanctuary WiFi network – OPCAV; 2) enter the password 

Oak$$1522  3) on your smart phone download WaveCAST APP from the Google Play or Apple Store; 4) 

Open WaveCAST app and click on “Service Broadcast.” (If “Service Broadcast” is not listed, fully close the 

app and try again. Audio will start playing automatically upon selection. 

 
Reflection in Preparation for Worship 

More dear in the sight of God and God’s angels than any other conquest is the conquest of self.

 Arthur P. Stanley 
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Welcome   Steve Crocco 

Please sign, pass and return Friendship Record pads during this time of announcements. 
 

Introit  Chancel Choir 

Take, O Take Me as I Am  John L. Bell 
Take, O take me as I am; summon out what I shall be; 

Set your seal upon my heart and live in me. 
- John L. Bell 

 
Call to Worship  Ronnie Bailey  

Leader: Be joyful in the Lord, all you lands; serve the Lord with gladness and come before 

God’s presence with a song. 

People: Know this:  the Lord is God alone; we belong to the Lord, who made us, we are 

God’s people and the sheep of God’s pasture. 

Leader: Enter God’s gates with thanksgiving; go into the holy courts with praise; give thanks 

and call upon the name of the Lord. 

People: For good is the Lord, whose mercy is everlasting; and whose faithfulness endures 

from age to age. 

 

*Hymn of Praise  I Greet Thee, Who My Sure Redeemer Art Hymnal, No. 457 
I greet Thee, who my sure Redeemer art, 

My only trust and Savior of my heart, 

Who pain didst undergo for my poor sake; 

I pray Thee from our hearts all cares to take. 

 

Thou art the King of mercy and of grace, 

Reigning omnipotent in every place: 

So come, O King, and our whole being sway; 

Shine on us with the light of Thy pure day. 

 

Thou art the life, by which alone we live, 

And all our substance and our strength receive; 

Sustain us by Thy faith and by Thy power, 

And give us strength in every trying hour. 

 

Thou hast the true and perfect gentleness, 

No harshness hast Thou and no bitterness; 

O grant to us the grace we find in Thee, 

That we may dwell in perfect unity. 

 

Our hope is in no other save in Thee; 

Our faith is built upon Thy promise free; 

Lord, give us peace, and make us calm and sure, 

That in Thy strength we evermore endure. 

 

 

*Prayer of the Day (please remain standing) Ronnie Bailey 
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Call to Confession  Steve Crocco 

Prayer of Confession    

Faithful God, You have given us a rich and godly heritage, through the sure testimony and 

holy example of our mothers and fathers in the faith.  But we let the light of our faith grow 

dim; we stray from the paths they commend to us. 

         …time for silent confession 

Loving God, forgive us, and renew us by Your Holy Spirit.  Fan in us a new and brighter 

flame of faith that, like those who have gone before us, our words and deeds would mightily 

declare the good news of Your salvation, given to all in Jesus Christ, our Lord.  Amen. 
 

Assurance of Pardon 

Leader: The mercy of the Lord is from everlasting to everlasting. I declare to you, in the name 

of Jesus Christ, we are forgiven!  The peace of Christ be with you. 

People: And also with you. 
 
*Act of Praise Congregation Singing 

Glory Be to the Father (Gloria Patri) Hymnal, No. 579 

 Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost; 

 As it was in the beginning, is now and ever shall be, world without end. 

 Amen, Amen. 
 
 

HEARING GOD’S WORD 
 

Prayer for Illumination   Rev. Lee Nichols 
 
Epistle Reading 2 Timothy 1:1-7 Pew Bible, NT, page 211 

The Word of the Lord. 

Thanks be to God. 
 
Time with the Children Ronnie Bailey 

Children go to JAM after time with children. 
 
Hymn of Preparation  Congregation Singing 

The Fruit of the Spirit  using tune: ASH GROVE 
The fruit of the Spirit is love for our sharing, 

It’s joy in the gospel that we have from You. 

It’s peace that we live out with courage and daring; 

It’s patience, for we know that we have sinned, too. 

It’s kindness in all things and generous giving; 

It’s faithfulness seeking to follow Your way. 

It’s gentleness, Lord, and it’s self-controlled living; 

Now make us more fruitful in these things, we pray. 
 

- Carolyn Winfrey Gillette 

 
Sermon REAPING THE FRUIT OF THE SPIRIT:  Self-control Steve Wilson 
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RESPONDING TO GOD’S WORD 

 

*Hymn of Response Take Thou Our Minds, Dear Lord Hymnal, No. 392 

Take Thou our minds, dear Lord, we humbly pray; 

Give us the mind of Christ each passing day; 

Teach us to know the truth that sets us free; 

Grant us in all our thoughts to honor Thee. 
 

Take Thou our hearts, O Christ, they are Thine own; 

Come Thou within our souls and claim Thy throne; 

Help us to shed abroad Thy deathless love; 

Use us to make the earth like heaven above. 
 

Take Thou our wills, Most High! Hold Thou full sway; 

Have in our inmost souls Thy perfect way; 

Guard Thou each sacred hour from selfish ease; 

Guide Thou our ordered lives as Thou dost please. 
 

Take Thou ourselves, O Lord, heart, mind, and will; 

Through our surrendered souls Thy plans fulfill. 

We yield ourselves to Thee—-time, talents, all; 

We hear, and henceforth heed, Thy sovereign call. 

 

Faith Community Concerns, the Pastoral Prayer and the Lord’s Prayer Steve Crocco 

Our Father, Who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name.  Thy kingdom come, Thy will 

be done, on earth as it is in heaven.  Give us this day, our daily bread, and forgive us 

our debts as we forgive our debtors.  And lead us not into temptation but deliver us 

from evil.  For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever.  Amen. 

 

The Offering of Our Tithes and Gifts 

Call to Offering  Steve Wilson 
 

A Choral Offering  Chancel Choir 
When I Survey the Wondrous Cross  Philip W.J. Stopford 

When I survey the wondrous cross on which the Prince of glory died, 

My richest gain I count but loss, and pour contempt on all my pride. 
 

Forbid it, Lord, that I should boast, save in the death of Christ my God; 

All the vain things that charm me most, I sacrifice them to His blood. 
 

See, from His head, His hands, His feet, sorrow and love flow mingled down. 

Did e'er such love and sorrow meet, or thorns compose so rich a crown? 
 

Were the whole realm of nature mine, that were an off’ring far too small; 

Love so amazing, so divine, demands my soul, my life, my all. 

   -Isaac Watts 
 

*Congregational Response using tune:  ELLACOMBE 

Now, Spirit-filled, may we be led from ways that would destroy. 

May we Your people turn instead to lives of love and joy. 

May we find peace that makes us whole and patience everywhere. 

God, give us kindness, self-control, and hearts and hands that share.  
- Carolyn Winfrey Gillette 
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*Prayer of Dedication   Steve Wilson 

 

 
SENDING INTO THE WORLD 

 
*Hymn of Dedication Lord, Dismiss Us with Thy Blessing Hymnal, No. 538 

Lord, dismiss us with Thy blessing; fill our hearts with joy and peace; 

Let us each, Thy love possessing, triumph in redeeming grace. 

O refresh us, O refresh us, traveling through this wilderness. 
 

Thanks we give and adoration for Thy gospel’s joyful sound; 

May the fruits of Thy salvation in our hearts and lives abound. 

Ever faithful, Ever faithful to the truth may we be found. 
 

So that when Thy love shall call us, Savior, from the world away, 

Let no fear of death appall us, glad Thy summons to obey. 

May we ever, May we ever reign with Thee in endless day. 
 
*Charge and Blessing Steve Wilson 
 
Postlude Organ 
When I Survey the Wondrous Cross  HAMBURG/Lowell Mason/arr. Albin C. Whitworth 

When I survey the wondrous cross on which the Prince of glory died, 
My richest gain I count but loss and pour contempt on all my pride. 

 

Forbid it, Lord, that I should boast, save in the death of Christ my God. 
All the vain things that charm me most, I sacrifice them to His blood. 

 

Were the whole realm of nature mine, that were a present far too small; 
Love so amazing, so divine, demands my soul, my life, my all. 

 

-Isaac Watts 
  
 
 
 

WORSHIP NOTES 
 

Lent – A period of forty days (not counting Sundays) before Easter, Lent was originally a period 
of preparation for those to be baptized at Easter.  It later became a time of penitence for all 
Christians.  Thus, it emulated the forty days Jesus spent in the wilderness preparing for His 
ministry, resisting temptations.  Christians often fast or give up various things during Lent to 
remind them of Christ’s sacrifice and to overcome destructive habits.  Christians may also take 
on disciplines as they learn new habits that are constructive and useful for disciples of Jesus 
Christ.  The liturgical color of the Lenten season is purple (symbolizing penitence).  Gray and 
other deep earth tones, along with burlap (sackcloth) and other rough textures, may also be used. 

 
JAM stands for “Jesus And Me” and will be our 2 classes for children. PreK through Grade 2 and 

Grades 3-6. We welcome any middle schoolers who desire to mentor and build relationships 
with our younger kids. JAM will be held after Children’s Time that takes place during worship.  
We will have an engaging, fun, children’s sermon and following that, children will join their 
classes in the education wing upstairs. 

 
JAM Happenings:  During Lent, the children will participate in the Great Can Roll Off. Every 

age group was encouraged to bring in canned goods to donate to the food bank. Before we deliver 
the cans, we will roll them down an incline to see which will roll/race the farthest. Can rolling 
will take place during JAM class TODAY! 
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Music reprinted and broadcast under OneLicense.net A-726321.  All rights reserved. 
Hymns taken from:  
 The Presbyterian Hymnal – Hymns, Psalms and Spiritual Songs, 1990 Westminster/John Knox Press.  
 The Fruit of The Spirit and For Freedom, Christ Has Set Us Free: Copyright © 2006 by Carolyn 

Winfrey Gillette. Included in Songs of Grace: New Hymns for God and Neighbor (Upper Room Books, 
2009). 

 
Mid-Week Worship, Next Wednesday, March 29, The final week of our series…everyone is 

invited to enjoy a simple meal of Chili and Salad in the Dining Room at 6:30 pm.  Worship 
begins at 7:15 pm in Friendship Hall.  We continue our Wednesday Lenten Series Exploring 
Prayer Again with this week’s meditation When God Does Not Answer Your Prayers by Steve 
Wilson based on Psalm 22. Our worship style will be based in the Celtic Tradition. 

 
Jamie Fair, vocal soloist, will share in the Ministry of Music, with Michael Frank at the piano.  
 
If you cannot make the Soup Supper, but can be with us by 7:15, join us as your schedule allows. 

Worship next Sunday, April 2 – 8:30 am and 11:00 am, Palm Sunday.   
Steve Crocco will preach the sermon Sealing His Fate, Sealing Our Fate based on Matthew 
21:1-17. Distribution of Palm Crosses 

 
Early Worship at 8:30 am in the Sanctuary – a more intimate service, approximately 45 

minutes, with a simple worship order including the sermon and two congregational hymns with 
piano accompaniment. 

 
Service for The Lord’s Day - at 11:00 am – in the sanctuary. This traditional worship service 

includes a fuller liturgy, with sermon and congregational hymns. A variety of musical styles 
are offered by our various choirs accompanied by the pipe organ, piano and other musical 
instruments. Next Sunday, Palm Sunday Processional led by the Children of OPC. Sharing in 
the Ministry of Music will be the Chancel Choir and the Children’s Choir. 

 
One Great Hour of Sharing for over 70 years, One Great Hour has provided Presbyterians with 

a way to share God’s love with our neighbors in need around the world. In a world of disaster, 
wars, hunger and oppression, millions of people lack access to sustainable food sources, clean 
water, sanitation, education, and opportunity. 
The three programs supported by One Great Hour of Sharing are: 
 Presbyterian Disaster Assistance (PDA), receives 32% of funds raised - OPC supports 

PDA directly. However, funds collected by One Great Hour greatly add to those donations. 
PDA works alongside communities as they recover and find hope after devastation due to 
natural or human-caused disasters. PDA also supports refugees. 

 Presbyterian Hunger Program (PHP), receives 36% of amount raised. PHP takes action 
to alleviate hunger and works to reduce poverty that leads to hunger. 

 Self-Development of People (SDOP) invests in communities responding to their 
experience of oppression, poverty and injustice, and educates Presbyterians about the 
impact of these issues. SDOP receives 32% of funds raised. 

One Great Hour of Sharing envelopes are available in the pews through Easter. 
 

 
ANNOUNCEMENTS 

 
Chancel Flowers –Contact Carla Lowman (412-826-5914) to RSVP your date with info and 

wording for the bulletin.  We would appreciate no flowers during Lent.  Available dates will 
resume April 16. 

 
Your OPC Family Cares About You!  Because there are times when you are ill, in the hospital 

or in emotional need and we don't know about it, please remember to contact the church office 
(412.828.5770) or a staff member (mstecik@oakmontpresby.org) so we may support you in your 
time of need. You are loved!  

 
Prayer Requests - Members of our church will pray for you and anyone in need. Please send 

prayer requests to:  prayers@oakmontpresby.org or contact Carol Heimerich at 412.242.1028. 

mailto:mstecik@oakmontpresby.org
mailto:prayers@oakmontpresby.org
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Soups On met March 16 and made Lentil Sausage Soup, Minestrone Soup, and Cheesy Corn 
Chowder which are available in the downstairs freezer for a loved one or neighbor who needs a 
cup of cheer!  April 20 at 10am – next soup making event. 

 
Confirmation Class (grades 7-12) Classes are Today, April 23 & 30 at Noon. Youth will be 

joining OPC on June 4. Contact Ronnie Bailey (r.bailey@oakmontpresby.org) with questions. 
 
Youth Group (grades 6-12) – Apr 2 and May 21 at Noon. Contact Ronnie Bailey 

(r.bailey@oakmontpresby.org) with questions. 
 
Deacons are collecting nearly new sweatpants. Phyllis, our “donation attendant”, will be 

accepting contributions at the top of the stairs, 5th Street entrance. 
 
Food Donations - The Deacons thank you for your continued support and donations to the food 

banks at RCAC and Verona Methodist Church. This supports many families in our community. 
Please continue to place donations in the shopping carts or drop off financial donations to the 
office or in the collection plate. Any questions, please contact Judy Murray 724-816-7561. 

 
OPC Film Series - Join us at 7:00 pm in the Multi-Purpose Room. Brochures are available in the 

vestibules.  Elevator door entrance opens at 6:15 pm. 
        MAR 31 - Faith Under Fire   APRIL 14 - West Side Story (2021) 
 
The Interim Pastor Search Committee is actively working on a Ministry Information Form 

which will be posted on the Presbytery website in April.  The purpose of the form is to help 
possible candidates find out more about our church and congregation.  May and June will be 
spent reviewing and interviewing candidates.  Our plan is to have someone’s commitment in 
July with a start date sometime in September.   

 
The Committee consists of Nick Kokales and Sally Huber-Lewis (co-chairs), Christine Little, 
Jim Kinter, Chris Hudak and Dave Geis.  Stay tuned for updates. Feel free to ask questions. Keep 
us in your prayers as we continue this process. 
 

THANK YOU to everyone who participated in our Congregational survey last month!  Brian 
Wallace from Pittsburgh Presbytery interpreted the results and will present those to Session on 
April 11.  The congregation will be invited to a joint CAT Scan and Interim Team town hall type 
meeting April 16 following the 11:00 worship service, to participate in an open discussion 
addressing the results and their use within the Interim Pastor Search team expectations. 

 
MARK ON YOUR CALENDAR!  Three events that will help us to celebrate Steve as he retires 

from OPC in August: 
June 11 after worship, Potluck Luncheon & Strawberry Festival, Dining Room. Watch for 

details. 
July 14 6:00 pm at Veltre’s, Celebratory Dinner in honor of Steve. Invitations will be mailed 

mid-May. RSVP required. 
August 13 11:00 am, Steve’s final worship service at OPC. Reception will follow. 

 
Men’s Breakfast & Speaker, April 4th - 8:30 am in the Dining Room Please join us for a hearty 

breakfast!  Our speaker will be Ken Hall. Ken worked for most of his career training executives 
and managers at PPG in skillful leadership. Ken is a dedicated Christian. His topic will be 
Managing Interpersonal Conflict. All are welcome!  Bring a friend! 

 
Presbyterian Women Circle Meeting, Wednesday, April 5 at 1:30 in the Lona McCrea Room.  

We are continuing our study, Celebrating Sabbath. We will review and finish Lesson 5 and study 
Lesson 6, Sabbath and Hospitality. The key idea: there is something in the nature of Sabbath 
that demands it be shared. Accepting the gift of Sabbath also involves a commitment to 
hospitality. Refreshments will be served followed by devotions and Lesson.  We welcome all 
women who are interested in an afternoon Bible study. 

 
 

mailto:r.bailey@oakmontpresby.org
mailto:r.bailey@oakmontpresby.org
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Children ages 4-13 are invited to sing in a Palm Sunday processional. 
 

 
 

Rehearsals will be held 10:15–10:45am,  
Sunday mornings through April 2, Palm Sunday 

Children’s Choir Room, 3rd floor 
 

Please contact Bev Taylor at aliandbev@aol.com 
 
 

 
 
 

mailto:aliandbev@aol.com
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CHURCH CALENDAR 

 

TODAY March 26 – 5th Sunday in Lent 

  8:30am Worship (Sanctuary) 

  9:30 am Adult Coffee & Conversation (Multi-Purpose Room) 

10:15 am  Children’s Choir Rehearsal (Upper Level)  

11:00 am Worship (Sanctuary) & Via Livestream 

     and Children’s JAM Classes 

12:15 pm Confirmation Class (Grades 7-12) 

  4:00 pm Sponsorship Concert at Fox Chapel Presbyterian Church 

 

MONDAY March 27 

10:00 am Mary Moore Visitation (Friendship Hall) 

11:00 am Funeral Service for Mary Moore (Sanctuary) 

12:00 pm AA’s (Multi-Purpose Room) 

  7:00 pm Boy Scout Troop #854 (Multi-Purpose Room) 

 

TUESDAY March 28 

  4:00 pm Membership Committee (Dining Room) 

  7:00 pm Our Journey Without Them (Marie Berg Chapel) 

 

WEDNESDAY  March 29 

10:00 am Women’s AA (Dining Room) 

  6:30 pm Lenten Supper (Dining Room) 

  7:15 pm Lenten Worship (Friendship Hall) 

 

THURSDAY March 30 

11:00 am Bible Study (Small Group Room) 

  6:00 pm Easter Brass Rehearsal (Sanctuary) 

  7:00 pm Chancel Choir Rehearsal (Sanctuary) 

  8:00 pm NA’s (Dining Room) 

 

FRIDAY March 31 

  7:00 pm OPC Film Series (Multi-Purpose Room) 

 

SATURDAY April 1 

10:00 am Holy Ground Ministry Team (Mare Berg Chapel) 

11:00 am Easter Celebration & Egg Hunt 

  8:00 pm AA’s (Dining Room) 

 

SUNDAY April 2 – Palm Sunday 

  8:30am Worship (Sanctuary) 

  9:30 am Adult Coffee & Conversation (Multi-Purpose Room) 

  9:30 am Trustees Meeting (Library) 

10:15 am  Children’s Choir Rehearsal (Upper Level)  

11:00 am Worship & Processional (Sanctuary) & Via Livestream 

     and Children’s JAM Classes 

12:15 pm Youth Group (Grades 6-12) 
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LENT / HOLY WEEK / EASTER 2023 
  

Lent is a season of 40 days in which we give God our permission to work in us. That can happen at any time of 
the year, but, in Lent, the church makes a concentrated effort. Group energy is generated when spiritual kin are 
making the same journey in an environment of openness to God. What the benefit will be is really an unknown 
part of the Lenten journey…except for what we see in Scripture - people in Jesus' presence were often changed 
for the good: accepted, healed, reconciled, course-corrected - in a word, transformed. 

  
PALM SUNDAY – April 2 at 8:30 and 11:00 am 

Steve Crocco, preaching. 
Palm Sunday Processional led by Children of OPC (11:00 am) 
Distribution of Palm Crosses 

  
MAUNDY THURSDAY – April 6 at 7:00 pm 

The Sacrament of the Lord’s Supper will be celebrated. 
Steve Wilson, preaching, In Remembrance 
Ministry of Music: Chancel Choir 
  

GOOD FRIDAY – April 7 at 8:00 pm 
Noon - Community Good Friday Service at Riverside Community Church, Steve Wilson, Guest Preacher 
7:40 pm - Prelude for Good Friday (organ) at OPC 
8:00 pm - Service of Tenebrae 
A dramatic service of shadows, darkness, scripture, and music 
   that enables participants to reflect deeply on the events of Christ’s 
   last week leading to the crucifixion. 
Led by the Chancel Choir and Lay Readers, with instrumental ensemble 

  
EASTER SUNDAY - APRIL 9 at 8:30 and 11:00 am 

Festival of the Resurrection of The Lord 
Steve Wilson, preaching, A New Day 
Ministry of Music at 11:00 am: Chancel Choir, Hillsdale Brass, percussion and organ 
  

Invite a friend or neighbor to join you at our services! 

  

OPC STAFF 
 The Rev. Dr. Stephen Wilson Pastor 
 The Rev. Dr. Stephen Crocco Associate Pastor 
 Michael P. Frank, III Director of Music Ministries/Organist 
 Ronnie Bailey Education Director for Children and Youth 
 Maureen Stecik Program Staff Assistant 
 Buster Harper Custodian 
 Tracy Messenger Financial Secretary of Accounting 
 Marge Kuhn Financial Secretary of Contributions 
 Roberta Erickson Handbell Choir Director 
 Ron Burkert AV Team Coordinator 
  

415 Pennsylvania Avenue, Oakmont, PA  15139 
412-828-5770 (Office) 

www.oakmontpresbyterianchurch.org 

http://www.sharefaith.com/image/three-sketched-crosses.html
http://www.oakmontpresbyterianchurch.org/

