
 

 

Christmas Day/Nativity of Jesus Christ 
December 25, 2022 at 11:00 am 

 

 

GATHERING IN FAITH 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Gathering Music   Piano 

 A Jazzy Christmas (Carols in a Jazz style) arrs. Phil Hamm and MPF III 

 

Welcome Christmas Day/Nativity of Jesus Christ Steve Wilson  

 

Call to Worship  Steve Wilson 

Leader: There is good news of great joy for all! 

People: Our Savior is born: the Messiah, the Lord. 

Leader: The Word became flesh to live among us; 

People: now we have seen the glory of God. 

Leader: Let us worship God. 

 

*Christmas Carol Good Christian Friends, Rejoice Hymnal, No. 28 

Good Christian friends, rejoice with heart, and soul, and voice;  

give ye heed to what we say: Jesus Christ is born today;  

ox and ass before Him bow, and He is in the manger now.  

Christ is born today!  Christ is born today! 
 

Good Christian friends, rejoice, with heart, and soul and voice; 

Now ye hear of endless bliss: Jesus Christ was born for this! 

He hath opened heaven's door, and we are blest forevermore. 

Christ was born for this! Christ was born for this! 
 

Good Christian friends, rejoice, with heart and soul and voice; 

Now ye need not fear the grave: Jesus Christ was born to save! 

Calls you one and calls you all, to gain the everlasting hall. 

Christ was born to save! Christ was born to save! 

 

Poem of Adoration The Child is Born Again Sophia Leasure 

 

 

 

Prayer of Hope for the Holidays 

O God, give us hope to look forward to happy tomorrows.  Give us courage to face hardships without 

losing hope.  Give us faith so that the joy of receiving Christ will lead us to serve our fellow man (sic).  

Give us appreciation for the gifts we have received that we might use them responsibly daring to give 

friendship, service, and love.  Give us Christmas throughout the year.  Amen. 

    Kim Kwan Suk 
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Prayer of Confession   Ronnie Bailey  

Loving God who sent Your only begotten Son into the world, we confess our sins of Christmas eve and 

Christmas day.  We have placed on ourselves unrealistic expectations.  We have focused less on Your 

gift of Christ than we have on our holiday plans.  We have been short-tempered and impatient; we have 

said things in frustration that we regret.  Weariness has dampened our joy.  

     ……time for silent reflection  
Merciful God, in Your forgiveness remove the burden of our holiday sins.  Renew us by Your love, that 

we may know the joy of Your great gift and be inspired to reflect Your love in our lives.  We pray in the 

name of the Christ child, Jesus, our Lord. Amen. 
 

Assurance of Pardon  

Leader:  Hear the good news!  Who is in a position to condemn?  Only Christ and Christ was born for us 

and died for us, Christ rose for us, Christ reigns in power for us, Christ prays for us.  Anyone who 

is in Christ is a new creation.  The old life has gone; a new life has begun.  Know that you are 

forgiven and be at peace. 

People: Thanks be to God! 

 

*Act of Praise (please stand) Congregation Singing 
Angels We Have Heard on High refrain only, Hymnal, No. 23 

Glo-ri-a in excel-sis De-o; 

Glo-ri-a in excel-sis De-o. 

 

Poem  What Do I Want for Christmas  Ronnie Bailey 

 

Carol Story O Little Town of Bethlehem Steve Wilson 

 

Christmas Carol O Little Town of Bethlehem Hymnal, Nos. 43 and 44 

Stanza 1 - Hymnal, No. 43 
Stanzas 2 and 3 – Hymnal, No. 44 
Stanza 4 – Hymnal, No. 43 

 

See hymns next pages 
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Christmas Proclamation  Kathy Bowser  

 John 1:1-14 Pew Bible, NT, Page 91 

Leader: The Word of the Lord. 

People: Thanks be to God. 

 

 

*Christmas Carol O Come, All Ye Faithful 

O come, all ye faithful, joyful and triumphant, 

O come ye, O come ye, to Bethlehem. 

Come and behold Him, born the King of Angels! 

O come let us adore Him, O come let us adore Him, 

O come let us adore Him, Christ the Lord! 

 

True God of true God, Light from Light Eternal,  

Lo, He shuns not the Virgin's womb; 

Son of the Father, begotten, not created! 

O come let us adore Him, O come let us adore Him,   

O come let us adore Him, Christ the Lord! 
 

Yea, Lord we greet Thee, born this happy morning,  

Jesus, to Thee be all glory giv’n; 

Word of the Father, now in flesh appearing!  

O come let us adore Him, O come let us adore Him,    

O come let us adore Him, Christ the Lord! 

 

John Francis Wade/trans. Frederick Oakeley 

 

Poem Sitting on Hillsides  Doug Crist 

 

Christmas Prayer for the World and the Lord’s Prayer Debbie Blair 

Our Father, Who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name.  Thy kingdom come.  Thy will be done, on 

earth as it is in heaven.  Give us this day, our daily bread, and forgive us our debts as we forgive our 

debtors.  And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.  For Thine is the kingdom and 

the power and the glory forever.  Amen. 

 

Our Gifts to God and to God’s Work in the World   

Call to Offering   Steve Wilson 

 

Music at The Offering  

   

Prayer of Dedication  Steve Wilson 

 

Poem It Is Not Over  Sue Sanford 

 

Prayer  Sue Sanford 

God, You spoke and Your Word became flesh, breathing a new song of joy and praise into the world. 

Grant that we may bear the good news of Your love, proclaiming Your promise of peace to the ends of 

the earth. Amen 

Poem Later Jan Hepler  
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*Christmas Carol Once in Royal David’s City Hymnal, No. 49 

Once in royal David's city stood a lowly cattle shed, 

Where a mother laid her baby in a manger for His bed. 

Mary was that mother mild, Jesus Christ her little child. 
 

He came down to earth from heaven who is God and Lord of all, 

And His shelter was a stable, and His cradle was a stall. 

With the poor, oppressed, and lowly, lived on earth our Savior holy. 
 

Jesus is our childhood's pattern; day by day, like us He grew; 

He was little, weak and helpless, tears and smiles like us He knew; 

And He feels for all our sadness, and He shares in all our gladness. 
 

And our eyes at last shall see Him, through His own redeeming love, 

For that Child so dear and gentle is our Lord in heaven above; 

And He leads His children on to the place where He is gone. 

 

*Benediction  Steve Wilson 

 

Postlude  Organ 

WORSHIP NOTES 

 

The Poetry readings used this morning are taken from Ann Weems’ Kneeling in Bethlehem. 

 

Worship next Sunday, January 1 - ONE Combined SERVICE at 11:00 am – 1st Sunday after Christmas/ 

Epiphany Sunday/New Year’s Day   Rev. Steve Wilson will preach. Sharing in the Ministry of Music will be 

Roberta and Robert Erickson, Handbell Solos/Duets; Michael Frank, organ/piano. 

 No Sunday School on January 1. Worship opportunities at 8:30am and 11:00am return on Sunday January 8, 

2023. 

 

Music reprinted and broadcast under OneLicense.net A-726321.  All rights reserved. 

Hymns taken from:  

 The Presbyterian Hymnal – Hymns, Psalms and Spiritual Songs, 1990 Westminster/John Knox Press.  

 

 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 

 

Chancel Flowers – would you like to place flowers in the sanctuary some Sunday to provide visual beauty to 

worship? One or two arrangements are welcome each week and can be placed in memory of loved ones, in 

celebration of an event or to honor someone, and all to the Glory of God. Contact Carla Lowman (412-826-

5914) to RSVP your date with info and wording for the bulletin. Available dates: Jan 8, 15, 22 and 29. 

 

Your OPC Family Cares About You!  Because there are times when you are ill, in the hospital or in emotional 

need and we don't know about it, please remember to contact the church office (412.828.5770) or a staff 

member (mstecik@oakmontpresby.org) so we may support you in your time of need. You are loved!  

 

Prayer Requests - Members of our church will pray for you and anyone in need. Please send prayer requests 

to:  prayers@oakmontpresby.org or contact Carol Heimerich at 412.242.1028. 

 

Soups On crew made Fagioli, Turkey Chili, and Classic Chicken Noodle Soup which are available in the 

downstairs freezer for a loved one or neighbor who needs a cup of cheer! 

mailto:mstecik@oakmontpresby.org
mailto:prayers@oakmontpresby.org
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Retirement Celebration Planning Committee (“OPCRCPC”) Save the Date - Friday July 14, 2023, for the 

celebration dinner for Dr. Steve Wilson as he retires from OPC.  Invitations and details will come later, for 

now just make sure you mark your calendar! 

 

The Planning Committee would like to contact former OPC members to inform them of Steve’s retirement.  If 

you are aware of and have contact information for any former members, let Sherry Geis know at 

geisherry@gmail.com or at 724-443-5447 to share the names and addresses. 

 

In addition, if you were a member of either Riverside or First Presbyterian Churches when they merged to 

form OPC, please let one of the committee members know. Committee members are Chris Little, Nancy 

Sloan, Kathy Bowser, Lin Ewing, and Sherry Geis. 

 

Confirmation Class is available for youth in grades 7-12 who would like to join the church. The next classes 

are Jan 8th and 15th at Noon. Youth will be joining the church on June 4, 2023. Contact Ronnie Bailey 

(r.bailey@oakmontpresby.org) with questions. 

 

The Deacons are collecting hats, gloves, and scarves for the Light of Life Ministries through December. 

Please use the bin at the top of the stairs in the 5th street entrance. Your donations are appreciated. 

 

Year End Contributions - Contributions received in the church office by or postmarked on December 31st will 

be shown on your 2022 statement.   Due to Internal Revenue Service regulations, contributions received after 

December 31 must be credited to 2023 contributions. 

 

Scripture Readers sign up in the church office for January through May. 

 

The Christmas Joy Offering is an Advent and Christmas-time collection that has been supported by OPC 

members for many years. It provides support for retired church leaders, current leaders in need and future 

leaders being trained at Presbyterian-related schools and colleges. 

 

As of 12/18/22, we have received $450,008 in pledges for 2023.  Our goal is $580,000.  The Property/Finance 

and Generosity Committee thanks you for your kind and generous gifts for our continued Christian work and 

service at OPC. Robin Gourley, Co-Chair of the Property/Finance and Generosity Committee 

 

Becoming a Part of the OPC Family of Faith New Member Gathering – We at OPC are a diverse group of 

people who find meaning in gathering together for worship, study and service. Gatherings for those interested 

in becoming a part of the OPC family of faith will be Sundays, January 8, 15 and 22 from 9:30 am – 10:30 

am in the Marie Berg Chapel.  New members will be received during worship on Sunday, January 29 

during the 11:00 am worship service. If you are interested or have questions, please contact Steve Wilson 

at swilson@oakmontpresby.org or through the church office at 412.828.5770. 

 

 

 

 

mailto:geisherry@gmail.com
mailto:r.bailey@oakmontpresby.org
mailto:swilson@oakmontpresby.org
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CHURCH CALENDAR 

 

TODAY December 25 – Merry Christmas! 

  9:45 amChristmas Reception (Friendship Hall) 

11:00 am Worship (Sanctuary) and Via Livestream 

 

MONDAY December 26 

   Church Office Closed 

12:00 pm AA’s (Multi-Purpose Room) 

 

TUESDAY December 27 

  7:00 pm Our Journey Without Them (Marie Berg Chapel) 

 

WEDNESDAY  December 28 

10:00 amWomen’s AA (Dining Room) 

 

THURSDAY December 29 

  8:00 pm NA’s (Dining Room) 

 

FRIDAY December 30 

   Church Office Closes at Noon 

 

SATURDAY December 31 – New Year’s Eve 

 

SUNDAY January 1 – New Year’s Day 

11:00 am Worship (Sanctuary) and Via Livestream 

 

MONDAY January 2 

   Church Office Closed 

12:00 pm AA’s (Multi-Purpose Room) 

  7:00 pm Boy Scout Troop #854 (Multi-Purpose Room) 

  7:00 pm JuBELLation Ringers (Choir Room) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

OPC STAFF 
 The Rev. Dr. Stephen Wilson Pastor 
 The Rev. Dr. Stephen Crocco Associate Pastor 
 Michael P. Frank, III Director of Music Ministries/Organist 
 Ronnie Bailey Education Director for Children and Youth 
 Maureen Stecik Program Staff Assistant 
 Buster Harper Custodian 
 Tracy Messenger Financial Secretary of Accounting 
 Marge Kuhn Financial Secretary of Contributions 
 Roberta Erickson Handbell Choir Director 
 Ron Burkert AV Team Coordinator 
  

415 Pennsylvania Avenue, Oakmont, PA  15139 
412-828-5770 (Office) 

www.oakmontpresbyterianchurch.org 

http://www.oakmontpresbyterianchurch.org/

