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Fifth Sunday after Epiphany 

February 5, 2023 at 11:00 am 
 

 
 

GATHERING IN FAITH 

 

 

 

 
 
 

 
 

Trinity Chimes In the name of the Father, Son, and Holy Spirit, Amen. 
 
Prelude   Organ 
 Variations on SAINT PETER  Alexander Robert Reinagle/arr. Austin C. Lovelace 

Theme/Introduction 
1 – In Christ there is no east or west, in Him no north or south… 
2 – In Christ shall true hearts everywhere, their high communion find… 
3 – Join hands disciples…what-e’er your race may be. All children of God are surely kin to me. 
4 – In Christ now meet both east, west, south and north;  All Christly souls are one in Him… 

 
Welcome   Steve Crocco 

Please sign, pass and return Friendship Record pads during this time of announcements. 
 
Introit Chancel Choir  
Dedication (excerpt/adapted/arranged) John Ness Beck  

I beseech you therefore, brethren, by the mercies of God, 
That you present your bodies a living sacrifice, 

holy, acceptable unto God, which is your reasonable service.  
-Romans 12:1 (King James Version of the Bible) 

 

Call to Worship   Steve Crocco 

Leader: Come, let us sing for joy to the Lord; let us shout aloud to the Rock of our salvation. 

People: Let us come before God with thanksgiving and extol the Holy One with music 

and song. 

Leader: It is good to praise the Lord and to make music to You, O Most High, 

People: to proclaim Your love in the morning and Your faithfulness at night. 

 

*Hymn of Praise  God, Whose Giving Knows No Ending Hymnal, No. 422 

God, whose giving knows no ending, 

From Your rich and endless store, 

Nature's wonder, Jesus' wisdom, 

Costly cross, grave's shattered door: 

Gifted by You, we turn to You, offering up ourselves in praise; 

Thankful song shall rise forever, gracious donor of our days. 

 
Reflection in Preparation for Worship 

I have one life and one chance to make it count for something…. My faith demands that I do 

whatever I can, wherever I am, whenever I can, for as long as I can with whatever I have to try to 

make a difference. Anonymous 
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Skills and time are ours for pressing 

Toward the goals of Christ, your Son: 

All at peace in health and freedom, 

Races joined, the church made one. 

Now direct our daily labor, lest we strive for self alone; 

Born with talents, make us servants fit to answer at Your throne. 
 

Treasure too You have entrusted, 

Gain through powers Your grace conferred; 

Ours to use for home and kindred, and to spread the gospel Word. 

Open wide our hands, in sharing, as we heed Christ's ageless call, 

Healing, teaching, and reclaiming, serving You by loving all. 

 

*Prayer of the Day (please remain standing) Steve Crocco 

 

Prayer of Confession    Ronnie Bailey 

Eternal God, whose perfection in holiness and love is revealed in Jesus Christ, we confess 

that we live in ways which separate us from You and from one another. 

         …time for silent confession 
Faithful God, only through Christ, can we attain the life to which You call us. Help us to 

persevere in faith - and may we never grow accustomed to sinning - so that we may grow 

into the fullness of Christ who is our Redeemer, Guide and Friend. Amen. 
 
Assurance of Pardon 

Leader:  Anyone who is in Christ is a new creation. The old life has gone; a new life has begun. 

Know that you are forgiven and be at peace. 

People: Thanks be to God. 

 

*Act of Praise                 Congregation Singing 
Glory to God Whose Goodness Shines on Me See bulletin page 6 

 

 

HEARING GOD’S WORD 

 

Prayer for Illumination   Stefani Garibay 

Epistle Reading Romans 12:1-8 Pew Bible, NT, page 161 

The Word of the Lord. 

Thanks be to God.   

 

Time with the Children Ronnie Bailey 

Children go to JAM after time with children. 
 

Epistle Reading Romans 12:9-21 Pew Bible, NT, page 162 

The Word of the Lord. 

Thanks be to God.   

 

Sermon LIVING IN A DIVIDED WORLD: Can Both Sides Win? Steve Wilson 
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RESPONDING TO GOD’S WORD 

 

*Spiritual Song of Response Lord, Prepare Me/Sanctuary  Sung twice 
 

  

 
 
 
Faith Community Concerns, the Pastoral Prayer and the Lord’s Prayer Steve Crocco 
 
The Offering of Our Tithes and Gifts 

Call to Offering and Prayer of Dedication Steve Wilson 
 

A Choral Offering Chancel Choir 
There’s a Wideness in God’s Mercy Maurice Bevan (1921-2006) 

There's a wideness in God's mercy like the wideness of the sea; 

There's a kindness in His justice, which is more than liberty. 

There is no place where earth's sorrows are more felt than up in heav'n; 

There is no place where earth's failings have such kindly judgement giv'n. 
 

For the love of God is broader than the measure of man's [humankind] mind; 
And the heart of the Eternal is most wonderfully kind. 

But we make His love too narrow by false limits of our own; 
And we magnify His strictness with a zeal He will not own. 

 
There is plentiful redemption in the blood that has been shed; 

There is joy for all the members in the sorrows of the Head. 

There is grace enough for thousands of new worlds as great as this; 

There is room for fresh creations in that upper home of bliss. 
 

If our love were but more simple, we should take Him at His word; 

And our lives would be all gladness in the joy of Christ our Lord.  
- Frederick William Faber (1814-1863) 



4 

 

 
 
 

Invitation to the Lord’s Supper Congregation Singing  

Lord, We Have Come at Your Own Invitation Hymnal, No. 516 

 

Responsive Great Prayer of Thanksgiving Steve Crocco 

Leader: The Lord be with you. 

People: And also with you. 

Leader:  Lift up your hearts. 

People:  We lift them to the Lord. 

Leader:  Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

People:  It is right to give our thanks and praise. 

Leader:  It is truly right and our greatest joy…Therefore we praise You, joining our voices with 

angels and archangels and with all the faithful of every time and place, who forever 

sing to the glory of Your Name: 
 

Sanctus - people singing:     using tune:  NICAEA 

Holy!  Holy!  Holy!  One God Almighty! 

All Your works shall praise Your name in earth and sky and sea! 

Holy!  Holy!  Holy!  Hosanna in the highest! 

Blessed is Christ who comes to set us free. 
 

Leader:  You are holy, O God of majesty… With thanksgiving, we offer our very selves to You to 

be a living and holy sacrifice, dedicated to Your service.  Great is the mystery of faith: 

 

Memorial Acclamation - people singing:  

 
 

Music:  David A. Billings 
Text:     Traditional Liturgy 

 

Leader:  Gracious God, pour out Your Holy Spirit upon us… For as this bread is Christ’s body  

 for us, send us out to be the body of Christ in the world.   

 

Great Amen (sung three times, move up in half steps) – People Singing: 
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And now, with confidence as God’s children, we pray together:  Our Father, Who art in 

heaven, hallowed be Thy name.  Thy kingdom come, Thy will be done, on earth as it is 

in heaven.  Give us this day, our daily bread, and forgive us our debts as we forgive our 

debtors.  And lead us not into temptation but deliver us from evil.  For Thine is the 

kingdom and the power and the glory forever.  Amen. 

 

The Breaking of the Bread 

 

The Communion of the People   

The people will partake of the bread and juice after the words 
The gifts of God, for the people of God. 

  

Prayer of Thanksgiving Steve Crocco 
 
 

SENDING INTO THE WORLD 
 
*Hymn of Dedication We Are Called to Be God’s People  using tune: AUSTRIAN HYMN 

We are called to be God’s people, showing by our lives His grace, 

one in heart and one in spirit, sign of hope for all the race. 

Let us show how He has changed us, and remade us as His own, 

let us share our life together as we shall around His throne. 
 

We are called to be God’s servants, working in His world today; 

Taking His own task upon us, all His sacred words obey. 

Let us rise, then, to His summons, dedicate to Him our all, 

That we may be faithful servants, quick to answer now His call. 
 

We are called to be God’s prophet’s, speaking for the truth and right, 

Standing firm for godly justice, bringing evil things to light. 

Let us seek the courage needed, our high calling to fulfill, 

That the world may know the blessing of the doing of God’s will. 

- Thomas A. Jackson, alt/Franz Joseph Haydn 
 
*Charge and Blessing Steve Wilson 
 
Postlude  Organ 

Great Is the Lord Michael W. and Deborah D. Smith/arr. Keith Christopher 
Great is the Lord, He is holy and just; by His power we trust in His love. 

Great is the Lord, He is faithful and true; by His mercy He proves He is love. 
 

Great is the Lord and worthy of glory!  Great is the Lord and worthy of praise. 
Great is the Lord; now lift up your voice, now lift up your voice. 

Great is the Lord!  Great is the Lord! 
- Michael W. and Deborah D. Smith 
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Glory to God Whose Goodness Shines on Me Congregation Singing 
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WORSHIP NOTES 
 
Flowers are given by Stacey Etherson in loving memory of her mother, Marcia Etherson. 
 
Worship next Sunday, February 12 – 8:30 am and 11:00 am 6th Sunday of Epiphany. Rev. 

Steve Wilson will preach LIVING IN A DIVIDED WORLD: Salt and Light based on Matthew 5:13-
16.. 

 

Early Worship at 8:30 am in the Sanctuary – a more intimate service, approximately 45 
minutes, with a simple worship order including the sermon and two congregational hymns with 
piano accompaniment. 

 
Service for The Lord’s Day - at 11:00 am – in the sanctuary. This traditional worship service 

includes a fuller liturgy, with sermon and congregational hymns. A variety of musical styles 
are offered by our various choirs accompanied by the pipe organ, piano and other musical 
instruments. Next Sunday sharing in the Ministry of Music will be guest violinist, Justin 
Gaffur and the Chancel Choir, with percussion by Ken Crawford and pianist Jane Miller. 

 
JAM stands for “Jesus And Me” and will be our 2 classes for children. PreK through Grade 2 and 

Grades 3-6. We welcome any middle schoolers who desire to mentor and build relationships 
with our younger kids. JAM will be held after Children’s Time that takes place during worship.  
We will have an engaging, fun, children’s sermon and following that, children will join their 
classes in the education wing upstairs. 

 
Music reprinted and broadcast under OneLicense.net A-726321.  All rights reserved. 

Hymns taken from:  
• The Presbyterian Hymnal – Hymns, Psalms and Spiritual Songs, 1990 Westminster/John 

Knox Press.  

• Glory to God – The Presbyterian Hymnal, © 2013 Westminster John Knox Press. 

• Worship & Rejoice – © 2001 Hope Publishing Company 
 
 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 

Chancel Flowers – would you like to place flowers in the sanctuary some Sunday to provide 
visual beauty to worship? One or two arrangements are welcome each week and can be placed 
in memory of loved ones, in celebration of an event or to honor someone, and all to the Glory of 
God. Contact Carla Lowman (412-826-5914) to RSVP your date with info and wording for 
the bulletin. Available dates: Feb 19; Mar 5, 12, 19 and 26. 

 
Your OPC Family Cares About You!  Because there are times when you are ill, in the hospital 

or in emotional need and we don't know about it, please remember to contact the church office 
(412.828.5770) or a staff member (mstecik@oakmontpresby.org) so we may support you in your 
time of need. You are loved!  

 
Prayer Requests - Members of our church will pray for you and anyone in need. Please send 

prayer requests to:  prayers@oakmontpresby.org or contact Carol Heimerich at 412.242.1028. 
 
The Annual Congregational Meeting has been postponed to February 26th following the 11:00 

am worship service. 
 
Soups On - Black Bean, Minestrone, and Potato, Sauerkraut, Kielbasa are available in the 

downstairs freezer for a loved one or neighbor who needs a cup of cheer!  Feb 16 at 10am – 
next soup making event. 

 
Confirmation Class (grades 7-12) Next classes are Feb 5 and 19, Mar 12 and 26 at Noon. 

Youth will be joining the church on June 4, 2023. Contact Ronnie Bailey 
(r.bailey@oakmontpresby.org) with questions. 

mailto:mstecik@oakmontpresby.org
mailto:prayers@oakmontpresby.org
mailto:r.bailey@oakmontpresby.org
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Youth Group (grades 6-12) – Feb 26, March 19, Apr 2 and May 21 at Noon. Contact Ronnie 

Bailey (r.bailey@oakmontpresby.org) with questions. 
 
The Deacons are collecting Toiletries in February for the Light of Life Ministries in the North 

Side.  Items needed are toothbrushes, toothpaste, shampoo, lotion, soap, deodorant, mouth 
wash, combs, hairbrushes, and washcloths. Phyllis, our “donation attendant”, will be 
accepting your contributions at the top of the stairs in the 5th Street entrance. 

 
The hats, gloves and scarves collected in December and January-many that were hand knitted - 
were greatly appreciated! 

 
Food Donations - The Deacons thank you for your continued support and donations to the food 

banks at RCAC and Verona Methodist Church. This outreach helps to support so many families 
in our community. Please continue to put your donations in the shopping carts or drop off any 
financial donations in the office or in the collection plate. Any questions, please contact Judy 
Murray 724-816-7561. 

 
OPC Film Series - Join us at 7:00 pm in the Multi-Purpose Room. Brochures are available in the 

vestibules.  Elevator door entrance opens at 6:15 pm. 
        FEB 17 – Where the Crawdads Sing   MAR 3 – Playing the Crease 
 
CAT SURVEY REMINDER  The CAT link has been emailed to everyone who has provided us 

with an email address.  If you have not provided us with your email address and would like to 
take the survey online, you can access it at 
https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/OAKMONTPCPA  or you can send your email address to 
Debbie Hays at ralphanddeb27@msn.com and she will forward the link to you.  The last day to 
take the survey online is February 17th.  You will not be able to access it after that date. 

 
Paper copies will be available after each worship service today, February 5th.  Or can 
request a copy by calling the church office.  PLEASE NOTE:  ALL PAPER COPIES MUST 
BE RETURNED TO THE CHURCH NO LATER THAN SUNDAY, FEBRUARY 12TH. 
 
Your honest opinion will be instrumental in not only helping us to choose our interim pastor, but 
in moving OPC into a vibrant future.  We are hoping for 100% participation. 

 
The Interim Pastor Search Committee is actively working on a Ministry Information Form 

which will be posted on the Presbytery website in April.  The purpose of the form is to help 
possible candidates find out more about our church and congregation.  May and June will be 
spent reviewing and interviewing candidates.  Our plan is to have someone’s commitment in 
July with a start date sometime in September.   

 
The Committee consists of Nick Kokales and Sally Huber-Lewis (co-chairs), Christine Little, 
Jim Kinter, Chris Hudak and Dave Geis.  Our plan is to keep you informed via newsletter articles, 
bulletin announcements and possible town hall type meetings after some Sunday services.  We 
recently mailed a letter to the congregation and are following up with emails.   
 
Please feel free to ask any of us questions that you may have and keep us in your prayers as we 
continue through this process. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

mailto:r.bailey@oakmontpresby.org
https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/OAKMONTPCPA
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CHURCH CALENDAR 

 

TODAY February 5 – 5th Sunday of Epiphany 

  8:30am Worship & Communion (Sanctuary) 

  9:30 am Trustees (Library) 

  9:30 am Adult Coffee & Conversation (Multi-Purpose Room) 

  9:45 am  Chancel Choir Rehearsal (Sanctuary) 

10:15 am  Children’s Choir Rehearsal (Upper Level)  

11:00 am Worship & Communion (Sanctuary) & Via Livestream 

     and Children’s JAM Classes 

12:15 pm Confirmation Class (grades 7-12) 

 

MONDAY February 6 

12:00 pm AA’s (Multi-Purpose Room) 

  7:00 pm Boy Scout Troop #854 (Multi-Purpose Room) 

  7:15 pm JuBELLation Ringers (Choir Room) 

 

TUESDAY February 7 

 

WEDNESDAY  February 8 

10:00 am Women’s AA (Dining Room) 

 

THURSDAY February 9 

11:00 am Bible Study (Small Group Room) 

  7:30 pm John Rutter Requiem Rehearsal (at Fox Chapel Presbyterian Church) 

  8:35 pm  OPC Chancel Choir Rehearsal (at Fox Chapel Presby. Choir Room) 

  8:00 pm NA’s (Dining Room) 

 

FRIDAY February 10 

 

SATURDAY February 11 

  8:00 pm AA’s (Dining Room) 

 

SUNDAY February 12 – 6th Sunday of Epiphany 

  8:30am Worship (Sanctuary) 

  9:30 am Adult Coffee & Conversation (Multi-Purpose Room) 

10:15 am  Children’s Choir Rehearsal (Upper Level)  

11:00 am Worship (Sanctuary) & Via Livestream 

     and Children’s JAM Classes 
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OPC STAFF 
 The Rev. Dr. Stephen Wilson Pastor 
 The Rev. Dr. Stephen Crocco Associate Pastor 
 Michael P. Frank, III Director of Music Ministries/Organist 
 Ronnie Bailey Education Director for Children and Youth 
 Maureen Stecik Program Staff Assistant 
 Buster Harper Custodian 
 Tracy Messenger Financial Secretary of Accounting 
 Marge Kuhn Financial Secretary of Contributions 
 Roberta Erickson Handbell Choir Director 
 Ron Burkert AV Team Coordinator 
  

415 Pennsylvania Avenue, Oakmont, PA  15139 
412-828-5770 (Office) 

www.oakmontpresbyterianchurch.org 

http://www.oakmontpresbyterianchurch.org/

