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Sisters and Brothers in Christ,

We have prayed that God would make clear whether to proceed with the elevator project. For many, the September
congregational vote was not yet the answer to that prayer. The vote tally was 68 voting to proceed and 57 voting ek to proce

Given that the motion did pass we will move to the fundraising phase. Pledge cards will be included in the annual stewards
mailing that you will receive miDct ober . As menti oned at the congregati on:;
funding goal, Session will consider whether to proceed.

Here are some of my thoughts the day after a-86% vote:

I am thankful that the process of considering this major project has been open from the start and will continue to be
open process and that Session has wisely sought the

When Presbyterians are not of one mind, and a compromise decision is not possible, we pray and discuss and then vot
that the majority rules.

Sometimes the process of prayer and discussion leads to a better, alternative action.

Normally, we submit to the will of the body.

If a matter is important and the size of the minority is large, a vote may not fully resolve the question.

With respect to the elevator project, the Study Team reported at the congregational meeting that if the funding goal (5C
from the congregation) is not met, the Session will consider whether it is prudent to proceed.

Additionall yé

Each year, at the election of elders, we promise to pray for our elders and to support their decisions. The elders on Ses
take seriously their call to lead with prayer and prudence. Please pray for your Session that God will guide them wi
wisdom and clarity.

Please continue to pray that the divisive spirit of our age will not visit our congregation. | have been pleased thasexchang
on this issue have been focused on the issue and have been respectful.

If you feel strongly about this matter, please consider communicating with your Session. Often the elders on Session
listed in your bulletin. You may communicate personally with any elder. You may use the response sheet in the earl
elevator informational mailing or write to the Clerk of Session, Jane Gieske, (c/o Oakmont Presbyterian Church, 41
Pennsylvania Avenue, Oakmont 15139), or you may email me at swilson@oakmontpresby.org and | will forward you
concern.

Please pray that God will guide you faithfully as you engage others or are engaged by others about this matter. This i
great opportunity for us to practice living together with CHik& love that is patient and kind and does not insist on
its own way.

Finally, there are other important matters that shoul d

Our new confirmation class (those studying in preparation to join the church) has begun. Many of the confirmands ha
been in worship.

We are pleased to have eight participants in the new member class.

Many in our church family are facing serious challenges whether personally or vocationally. If you do not receive the eme
prayer update and would like to receive a copy, you may email me at swilson@oakmontpresby.org.

The annual stewardship program that guides and encourages our faithful giving of time, talents and treasures will take pl:
in October. Please prayerfully consider how you will respond.

Steve
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Welcoming Visitors i Individuals in our church family have been inviting others to worship, welcoming people with a
greeting such as fAMy name isélom glad to see youo a

simple
nd,

As we begin today our fall worship and Sunday School we have designated the former staff parking spaces on EIm Way (
lower side of the building) for visitors. We have publicized this new visitor parking on our website and hope that this sma

courtesy helps firstime visitors know that we anticipate their arrival and that they will feel welcome when they come

At the

urging of those who use the handicapped parking spaces, an additional handicap designated and painted thidesarigner.
our prayer: fAGod, help us to experience and to share th

THANK YOU TO MARTY AYARS!
The Worship Committee would like to graciously thank Marty Ayars for providing years of sanctuary care ddpport
volunteer time to our church has been a calling for her and we thank her so Tiiglg a job that goes unnoticed eveny
Sunday while we all write our special prayer requests and use those offering envelopes when we forget our own.

THANK YOU FROM ALEX GOURLEY!

gave donations and all t hat bought bread. | had an
will never forget. Thanks again,

Thank you everyone that helped me get so far and helped me go to Australia and back safely. And a thank you t¢ all that

ama

AsofAug31, 2011, the following is our Churchpos E

Year to Date Income------$348,711
Year to Date Expenses--$361,455
Deficit------ $12,744

We encourage our congregation to continue their support of our church programs as we approach the Fall seaso
have been holding the spending under budget so far this year and would expect to continue this effort for the bals
the year.

Thank you all for your support, The Property and Finance Committee

Mends Br eak f afsTuestag Ddtoben4tth i p
8:30 am in the Dining Room

Come for a hearty breakfédstnany marines continue to serve after honorable
discharge. Paul Gigler will tell us about a continuing mission to children.

Please call the church office to RSVP 4128285770
Dondt -brmgagrend!

n. We
ince of
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like to have another opportunity to play and use that musical gift to enhance worship as you participate in the life
Or maybe you are |ike others who played at one tim

(12:15 pmi 1:15 pm) on Sundays October 2, 9 and 23. We will play in worship on Sunday Octobd&Re36rmation

Season. So come join us. The group is open to those who can read a score and have a working knowledg

or questions contact Michael Franknaftank@oakmontpresby.oay by phone 418285770 x306.

YOU i do we have an opportunity for you!! TH@PC Instrumental Ensemblewill gather to rehearse after worship

Do youplay an instrument?? Are YOU someone who loves to play and have been playing for a while now? Would you

of OPC!
e ar

Sunday So, bring those instruments (dust them off if they are still in the closet) and join us in the choir room on
October 2°. We are making plans for additional opportunities to play on NovemBead0 then after the Christmas

e of the

instrument. The Instrumental Ensemble welcomes OPC Members, friends and community musicians. For more information

‘ SAVE THE DATEi Sunday November 28 5:00 pmi 7:00 pmi Thanksgiving at OPC.
S ) You will not want to miss this event! WE the OPC Family and Friendswill gather at 5:00
R g pm in the sanctuary for&ervice of Thanksgivingcelebrating our many blessings and offering
O our thanks and praise to God. Rev. Steve Wilson will offer a Thanksgiving Meditation and the
*@* sanctuary wil/ be decorated in a fAharvesgt h
s byourChi | dr e raddShe Bdlievé VoiceG@dult vocal ensemble). We will then move

down to the dining room to enjoy a caterBldanksgiving Feastprepared by caterer, Cindy

Bowen. The costs are $10.00 per person and $30.00 per fanillyildren under 5 arfree! If the cost is prohibitive for

Childrends Ministry, Music Ministry and Family Lif
YOU attend this year!

Sunday December 14 i 31% Annual Carol Walk i 6:00 pmi 8:15 pm.This reassured annual event here in Oakmon

churches and then at the final church, a combined choir made up of singers from the churches and commun
concludes with a lovely reception. Come, bring a friend or two and celebrate the season with us!

you to participate, please contact Jane Kinter at (4125828 or email her at jkinter@oakmontpresy.org. We want every-
one to be able to be with Athe church family and frien

e Mi

Lis

the highlight of t he season flLessonsmaadhGaroldehttringithe chairs at@nea g r e

ty. It al

A . Well, the time has come......Bazaar Tim@le are down to one month for the Christmas Baza&ext newslette
Yo the bazaar will be history and hopefully a successful memafg.need volunteers to help and craft donatickisy
\* *) donations for the "Attic Treasures" can be brought to the church and placed in the Deacon donation area
= by the Pennsylvania Ave. entrance.We are looking forward to the help and support of
\V/ congregationRemember the datgaturday, November 5, 2011We will be selling ham loaves at the Bazaar
PRESEXTERIAN you don't have to wait until therWWe have ham loaves for sale right novihe price is still $2.50 each.
BIBLE STUDY
The next Circle Bible study id/ednesday, October 5, 2011 at 1:30 in the Marie Berg Rod¥e will be finishing our stud

Now! The last topic islourney Into the New Jerusalerhis has been a very interesting study and it's not too late to j
for the last lessonsPlease join us for some stimulating conversation, fellowship and delicious refreshments.

WOMEN 4 WOMEN KNITTING FOR PEACE
We will be scheduling our next Blessing Service for some time in Noven8mkeep knitting or crocheting those itenWe
are looking for shawls, children's scarves, and peace pal dight now preemie hats are not needé&eryone did such

time, never fear we will have another Blessing in the spriegerything is much appreciatedvatch for some pictures of o
"dolls" that went to Indonesia.

of the book of Revelation during this and the next meeting on Novemb@&he.topics will be titledrapture, Violence and
Exodus..Moses and Jesus froRevelation 13, 186 and 19. Second topic is titled’he Empire Has Fallen! Evacuate

great job in that area that there is a surplus right nibwou can't finish your item for November or you didn't get stamed

r

downste
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YOUTH GROUP NEWS FOR OCTOBER

Sunday, October 2% Part 1 of the movie Soul Surfer & discussion 6:3@:00

soul surfer Soul Surfer is the inspiring true story of teen surfer, Bethany Hamilton, who lost her arm

L in a shark attack and courageously overcame all odds to become a champion again. This

~ %  movie has encouraged millions worldwide through the love of her family, her sheer deter-
"""" ('“ mination, and unwavering faith.

UNDERWODD

Sunday, October §': Part 2 of the movie Soul Surfer & discussion 6:3@:00

Sunday, October 18': Scavenger Hunt 6:3088:00

ltds ok to come evielpromise! you di dndt see| par

~ Wear your tennis shoes cause youodre gonna
‘ you trekking through Oakmoiitb ut t her e wi | | be a purposel

Saturday, October 224 Bonfire & Worship a%00Jan Heplerds house

perience worshipping under the stars. Meet at the church, in the back alley, at 5:30.

Sunday, October 38'": Going out for a snack & discussion 6:3@:00
Wedbre going to go out for a snack so bri\/\,‘,
you have them) we are going to finalize the mission plans for 2013! S8

As always, bring a friend to any and all activities.

DIRECTORY UPDATES

Deaths:
Rachel Donaldson

Address Changes:
French familyy 438 8th Street, Oakmont, PA 15139; (412)-8385
Bob Rep® 106 Longview Drive, Verona, PA 15147; (412) 48505

Your OPC family really does care about ydBlit there are times when you are ill, in the hos-
pital or in emotional need and we don't know abouPlease remember to contact a staff
member or the church office so that we can be there in your time of Weeacare loved!

6 :
We are joining the Confirmation Class for a good ole fashion bonfire. We will have dinner, smores, lots of fun and ex-
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FreeConcert at
Oakmont Presbyterian Church
415 Pennsylvania Avenue, Oakmont
Sunday, November 6 at 3:00 PM

Celtic Harpist - Jo Morrison

Presented by:
Pittsburgh Chapter of the American Harp Society

Jo Morrison is nationally known for her evocative interpretation of Scottish and Irish music on the harp. Having
spenttime teaching, writing music, and performing on the Isle of Lewis in Scotlgrdknowledge and under-
standing of the Celtic genre puts her in great demand as performer, adjudicator, and teacher across the count

Pl ease join us and dondét forget to b

CHRISTIAN EDUCATION

News from Confirmation Class
Confirmation Class |l ooks a bit different this year the

ry.

rin

Cl

church. Also there will be many other Confirmation events throughout the year to include a bonfire worship, a work day

visiting a synagogue, and participating in the Advent service to name a few. The Confirmation Class this year includes:

Mary Beth Arcuri who is a student at Riverview High School and likes to eat cookies.

Will Gonsowski who is a student at Riverview High School and plays in the Marching Band.
Danny Fawcettwho is a student at Riverview High School and runs cross country.

Evan Lesnickwho is a student at Riverview High School and plays soccer.

Skye Lezarkwho is a student at Riverview High School and plays lots of sports.

Nick Mantsch who is a student at Penn Trafford High School and likes to play X Box.
Crista Messengemwho is a student at Plum High School and runs crosscountry

Jacob Massackwho is a student at Riverview High School and likes dogs.

Lizzie Reedwho is a student at Plum High School and does a funny thing with elbows.
Emily Walker who is a student at Riverview High School and likes ties.

It is a great, enthusiastic group of teenagers that enjoy discussing how God is present in their lives, who God is and how

describe Him to others. Get to know thertiney are a lot of fun!!!

Sunday School
All Sunday School classes will be using the curricul&easting on the WordThis is a lectionary based program that conn

worship and education. All the classes will be studying the same scripture passage adapted to the particular age

ects
level.

scripture will also be used in worship when we are not having a special sermon series. Faith should be enhanced w

education and worship can be mutually supportive in the Sunday morning experience.

Sunday School is available starting from{Rré3 and 4 year olds) through Adult. Come on Sunday mornings at 9:30 to learn

more about your faith.
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DEACONS CORNER

YARD SALEiThe ol d saying, AHard work pays offodo is certa
the smoke cleared (expenses deducted) our net profit was$sb®€00.00a record achievement. We are very pleased
these funds will benefit the many people and organizations in need throughout the next year. We pray that God wilh
the distribution of these resources.

WAGNER HOUSE CENTER FOR CHILDREN i Recently the Deacons made a financial contribution to thispnofit
organi zation which provides affordabl e, accessible
House strives to provide opportunities for parents to complete their education or return to the work force.

LAZARUS TOMB COFFEEHOUSE - A financial contribution was also given to this aprofit community outreach center

that provides a place where people of all ages, races and creeds can find fellowship and help. Children from homes
is no family unit in place regularly go to the Coffeehouse for Bible stories, crafts and food. Contributions from orgay
churches, service clubs and interested individual s H

PETS FOR VETS CAMPAIGN i We are pleased to announce that we have received&d@8r00from the congregation fq
this very worthwhile project. Pets wildl be pur chaand
Hospice patients at the Heinz VA Hospital in Aspinwall. Father George York, creator of the project, will attend our N
meeting to share the heartwarming stories of the men and women who receive these gifts. Again, thank you to th
who have already made a contributionto thisjooi ng campai gn. We are grateful

HOUSE FIRE i If members know of any needs of the occupants of the three apartment building fire on Sixth
Oakmont, please notify Jane Kinter or any of the Deacons.

COMMUNION - Since communion is one of the two sacraments recognized by the Presbyterian Church, the Dea
as the loving hands of Christ with those who are unable to attend our church services. Currently, we are serving ca
ten members. If you know of anyone who would like more information or would like to receive communion, please (¢
Jubeck, Coordinator of Home Communior{4t2) 8282884 0r Chris Hudack at412) 8209719

SHARE-A-MEAL i The Deacons are willing to provide meals to any member who may require a little help when co
with a lingering illness, coming home from the hospital or after a loved one has died. If you know of anyone who wo
fit from this service, please call Barbara Harris at (412} 8241 or Kathy Bowser at (412) 833009.
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GREETERS FLOWERS USHERS
Oct. 2 Tom Tumulty Paul Myers Fred Shields, Head Usher;
Oct. 9 Joe McNally Bob & Bert Erickson Madison Long; Diane Shields;
Oct. 16 Dale Remai Marjorie Kuhn Debbie Trumble; and
Oct. 23 Clare Oskin Robin Gourley John, Amy and Carmen Veltri.
Oct. 30 Kathy Bowser Bob & Joan Coates
GREETERS

FLOWERS USHERING
Please sign up on the
Flower Calendar in th
Fifth Street vestibule qr
contact Carla Lowman
412-7952521.

If you are unable to be a Greeter on ypur
assigned date, please contact andther
Greeter to take your stationlf you are
interested in becoming a Greeter please
contact Pat Zanella (72433-1338).

Interested in Ushering?|

McKenzie at 412793-9379.

=3

Please contact Keith
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