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Sisters and Brothers in Christ, 

 

We have prayed that God would make clear whether to proceed with the elevator project. For many, the September 25th       

congregational vote was not yet the answer to that prayer. The vote tally was 68 voting to proceed and 57 voting not to proceed.  

 

Given that the motion did pass we will move to the fundraising phase. Pledge cards will be included in the annual stewardship 

mailing that you will receive mid-October. As mentioned at the congregational meetingéshould the pledges not reach the 50% 

funding goal, Session will consider whether to proceed.  

 

Here are some of my thoughts the day after a 54%-46% vote: 

I am thankful that the process of considering this major project has been open from the start and will continue to be an 

open process and that Session has wisely sought the congregationôs input. 

When Presbyterians are not of one mind, and a compromise decision is not possible, we pray and discuss and then vote so 

that the majority rules. 

Sometimes the process of prayer and discussion leads to a better, alternative action. 

Normally, we submit to the will of the body. 

If a matter is important and the size of the minority is large, a vote may not fully resolve the question. 

With respect to the elevator project, the Study Team reported at the congregational meeting that if the funding goal (50% 

from the congregation) is not met, the Session will consider whether it is prudent to proceed.  

 

Additionallyé  

Each year, at the election of elders, we promise to pray for our elders and to support their decisions. The elders on Session 

take seriously their call to lead with prayer and prudence. Please pray for your Session that God will guide them with 

wisdom and clarity. 

Please continue to pray that the divisive spirit of our age will not visit our congregation. I have been pleased that exchanges 

on this issue have been focused on the issue and have been respectful. 

If you feel strongly about this matter, please consider communicating with your Session. Often the elders on Session are 

listed in your bulletin. You may communicate personally with any elder. You may use the response sheet in the earlier 

elevator informational mailing or write to the Clerk of Session, Jane Gieske, (c/o Oakmont Presbyterian Church, 415 

Pennsylvania Avenue, Oakmont 15139), or you may email me at swilson@oakmontpresby.org and I will forward your 

concern. 

Please pray that God will guide you faithfully as you engage others or are engaged by others about this matter. This is a 

great opportunity for us to practice living together with Christ-like love that is patient and kind and does not insist on 

its own way. 

 

Finally, there are other important matters that should not be lost to usé 

Our new confirmation class (those studying in preparation to join the church) has begun. Many of the confirmands have 

been in worship. 

We are pleased to have eight participants in the new member class. 

Many in our church family are facing serious challenges whether personally or vocationally. If you do not receive the email 

prayer update and would like to receive a copy, you may email me at swilson@oakmontpresby.org.  

The annual stewardship program that guides and encourages our faithful giving of time, talents and treasures will take place 

in October. Please prayerfully consider how you will respond. 
 

Steve  

mailto:swilson@oakmontpresby.org
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Menõs Breakfast FellowshipñTuesday, October 4th  

8:30 am in the Dining Room  

 

Come for a hearty breakfastðmany marines continue to serve after honorable             

discharge.  Paul Gigler will tell us about a continuing mission to children. 

 

 

Please call the church office to RSVP at 412-828-5770 

Donôt forget - bring a friend!  

Welcoming Visitors ï Individuals in our church family have been inviting others to worship, welcoming people with a simple 

greeting such as ñMy name iséIôm glad to see youò and, when requested, offering guidance to different parts of our building. 

As we begin today our fall worship and Sunday School we have designated the former staff parking spaces on Elm Way (the 

lower side of the building) for visitors. We have publicized this new visitor parking on our website and hope that this small 

courtesy helps first-time visitors know that we anticipate their arrival and that they will feel welcome when they come. At the 

urging of those who use the handicapped parking spaces, an additional handicap designated and painted this summer.  Here is 

our prayer: ñGod, help us to experience and to share the warm heart of Christ with all who come to this placeò. 

As of Aug 31, 2011, the following is our Churchôs Expense Budget Summary: 

 

Year to Date Income--------$348,711 

Year to Date Expenses------$361,455 

Deficit------$12,744 

 

We encourage our congregation to continue their support of our church programs as we approach the Fall season. We 

have been holding the spending under budget so far this year and would expect to continue this effort for the balance of 

the year. 

Thank you all for your support, The Property and Finance Committee 

THANK YOU FROM ALEX GOURLEY!  
Thank you everyone that helped me get so far and helped me go to Australia and back safely. And a thank you to all that 

gave donations and all that bought bread. I had an amazing time in ñThe Land Down Underò and it is an adventure that I 

will never forget.  Thanks again, 

THANK YOU TO MARTY AYARS!  
The Worship Committee would like to graciously thank Marty Ayars for providing years of sanctuary care support.  Her 

volunteer time to our church has been a calling for her and we thank her so much!  This is a job that goes unnoticed every 

Sunday while we all write our special prayer requests and use those offering envelopes when we forget our own.   
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Do you play an instrument?? Are YOU someone who loves to play and have been playing for a while now? Would you 

like to have another opportunity to play and use that musical gift to enhance worship as you participate in the life of OPC! 

Or maybe you are like others who played at one time and you have not touched the instrument for a whileéfor ALL OF 

YOU ï do we have an opportunity for you!! The OPC Instrumental Ensemble will gather to rehearse after worship   

(12:15 pm ï 1:15 pm) on Sundays October 2, 9 and 23. We will play in worship on Sunday October 30 ï Reformation      

Sunday. So, bring those instruments (dust them off  if they are still in the closet) and join us in the choir room on            

October 2nd. We are making plans for additional opportunities to play on November 20th and then after the Christmas     

Season. So come join us. The group is open to those who can read a score and have a working knowledge of their          

instrument. The Instrumental Ensemble welcomes OPC Members, friends and community musicians. For more information 

or questions contact  Michael Frank at mfrank@oakmontpresby.org or by phone 412-828-5770 x306. 

 

SAVE THE DATE ï Sunday November 20th 5:00 pm ï 7:00 pm ï Thanksgiving at OPC.  

You will not want to miss this event! WE ï  the OPC Family and Friends ï will gather at 5:00 

pm in the sanctuary for a Service of Thanksgiving- celebrating our many blessings and offering 

our thanks and praise to God. Rev. Steve Wilson will offer a Thanksgiving  Meditation and the 

sanctuary will be decorated in a ñharvest homeò theme. The Ministry of Music will be provided 

by our Childrenôs Choir and The Believe Voices (adult vocal ensemble). We will then move 

down to the dining room to enjoy a catered Thanksgiving Feast prepared by caterer, Cindy 

Bowen.  The costs are $10.00 per person and $30.00 per family. Children under 5 are free!  If the cost is prohibitive for 

you to participate, please contact Jane Kinter at (412) 828-5770 or email her at jkinter@oakmontpresy.org. We want every-

one to be able to be with ñthe church family and friendsò for Thanksgiving! So plan now to attend this event sponsored by 

Childrenôs Ministry, Music Ministry and Family Life Ministryéit was a huge success last year! It will be even better if 

YOU attend this year! 

 
Sunday December 11th ï 31st Annual Carol Walk ï 6:00 pm ï 8:15 pm. This  reassured annual event here in Oakmont is 
the highlight of the season for many. It is a ñprogressive serviceò of Lessons and Carols  featuring the choirs at area 
churches and then at the final church, a combined choir made up of singers from the churches and community. It all       
concludes with a lovely reception.  Come, bring a friend or two and celebrate the season with us! 

Well, the time has come......Bazaar Time!  We are down to one month for the Christmas Bazaar.  Next newsletter 

the bazaar will be history and hopefully a successful memory.  We need volunteers to help and craft donations.  Any 

donations for the "Attic Treasures" can be brought to the church and placed in the Deacon donation area downstairs 

by the Pennsylvania Ave. entrance.  We are looking forward to the help and support of the                                    

congregation. Remember the date Saturday, November 5, 2011.  We will be selling ham loaves at the Bazaar but 

you don't have to wait until then.  We have ham loaves for sale right now.  The price is still $2.50 each. 

  

BIBLE STUDY  
The next Circle Bible study is Wednesday, October 5, 2011 at 1:30 in the Marie Berg Room.  We will be    finishing our study 

of the book of Revelation during this and the next meeting on November 2.  The topics will be titled Rapture, Violence and 

Exodus....Moses and Jesus from Revelation 13, 15-16 and 19.  Second topic is titled The Empire Has Fallen!  Evacuate 

Now!   The last topic is Journey Into the New Jerusalem.  This has been a very interesting study and it's not too late to join us 

for the last lessons.  Please join us for some stimulating conversation, fellowship and delicious refreshments. 

  

WOMEN 4 WOMEN KNITTING FOR PEACE  
We will be scheduling our next Blessing Service for some time in November.  So keep knitting or crocheting those items.  We 

are looking for shawls, children's scarves, and peace pal dolls.  Right now preemie hats are not needed.  Everyone did such a 

great job in that area that there is a surplus right now.  If you can't finish your item for November or you didn't get started in 

time, never fear we will have another Blessing in the spring.  Everything is much appreciated.  Watch for some pictures of our 

"dolls" that went to Indonesia. 
 

mailto:mfrank@oakmontpresby.org
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DIRECTORY UPDATES 
 

Deaths: 

Rachel Donaldson 

 

Address Changes: 

French familyð438 8th Street, Oakmont, PA  15139; (412) 828-4885 

Bob Reppð106 Longview Drive, Verona, PA  15147; (412) 435-8605 

Your OPC family really does care about you!  But there are times when you are ill, in the hos-

pital or in emotional need and we don't know about it.  Please remember to contact a staff 

member or the church office so that we can be there in your time of need.  You are loved!   

YOUTH GROUP NEWS FOR OCTOBER 

 

Sunday, October 2nd:  Part 1 of the movie Soul Surfer & discussion 6:30-8:00 

Soul Surfer is the inspiring true story of teen surfer, Bethany Hamilton, who lost her arm 

in a shark attack and courageously overcame all odds to become a champion again. This 

movie has encouraged millions worldwide through the love of her family, her sheer deter-

mination, and unwavering faith. 

 

Sunday, October 9th: Part 2 of the movie Soul Surfer & discussion 6:30-8:00 

Itôs ok to come even if you didnôt see part 1 ï I promise! 

 

Sunday, October 16th: Scavenger Hunt 6:30-8:00  
Wear your tennis shoes cause youôre gonna be running!! This scavenger hunt will have 

you trekking through Oakmont ï but there will be a purpose! Hmmmméé. Curious? 

 

Saturday, October 22nd: Bonfire & Worship at Jan Heplerôs house 6:00-9:00 
We are joining the Confirmation Class for a good ole fashion bonfire. We will have dinner, smores, lots of fun and ex-

perience worshipping under the stars.  Meet at the church, in the back alley, at 5:30. 

 

Sunday, October 30th: Going out for a snack & discussion 6:30-8:00 

Weôre going to go out for a snack so bring a little bit of money.  Also, bring your voices (I know 

you have them) we are going to finalize the mission plans for 2013! 

 

As always, bring a friend to any and all activities. 
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Free Concert at 

Oakmont Presbyterian Church 

415 Pennsylvania Avenue, Oakmont 

 

Sunday, November 6 at 3:00 PM 

 

Celtic Harpist - Jo Morrison 

 
Presented by:  

Pittsburgh Chapter of the American Harp Society 

 

Jo Morrison is nationally known for her evocative interpretation of Scottish and Irish music on the harp. Having 

spent time teaching, writing music, and performing on the Isle of Lewis in Scotland. Her knowledge and under-

standing of the Celtic genre puts her in great demand as performer, adjudicator, and teacher across the country. 

 

Please join us and donôt forget to bring a friend! 

CHRISTIAN EDUCATION  
 

News from Confirmation Class 
Confirmation Class looks a bit different this year.  Classes or meetings are being held on Thursdays at homes, Panerraôs and the 
church.  Also there will be many other Confirmation events throughout the year to include a bonfire worship, a work day,      
visiting a synagogue, and participating in the Advent service to name a few.  The Confirmation Class this year includes: 

Mary Beth Arcuri who is a student at Riverview High School and likes to eat cookies. 
Will Gonsowski who is a student at Riverview High School and plays in the Marching Band. 
Danny Fawcett who is a student at Riverview High School and runs cross country. 
Evan Lesnick who is a student at Riverview High School and plays soccer. 
Skye Lezark who is a student at Riverview High School and plays lots of sports. 
Nick Mantsch who is a student at Penn Trafford High School and likes to play X Box. 
Crista Messenger who is a student at Plum High School and runs crosscountry 
Jacob Massack who is a student at Riverview High School and likes dogs. 
Lizzie Reed who is a student at Plum High School and does a funny thing with elbows. 
Emily Walker who is a student at Riverview High School and likes ties. 

It is a great, enthusiastic group of teenagers that enjoy discussing how God is present in their lives, who God is and how to   
describe Him to others.   Get to know them ï they are a lot of fun!!! 
 
Sunday School 
All Sunday School classes will be using the curriculum, Feasting on the Word.  This is a lectionary based program that connects 
worship and education.  All the classes will be studying the same scripture passage adapted to the particular age level.  The 
scripture will also be used in worship when we are not having a special sermon series.  Faith should be enhanced when         
education and worship can be mutually supportive in the Sunday morning experience.   
 
Sunday School is available starting from Pre-K (3 and 4 year olds) through Adult.  Come on Sunday mornings at 9:30 to learn 
more about your faith.    



USHERING 
 

Interested in Ushering?  

Please contact Keith 

McKenzie at 412-793-9379. 
 

 

 

GREETERS 

If you are unable to be a Greeter on your 

assigned date, please contact another 

Greeter to take your station.  If you are 

interested in becoming a Greeter, please 

contact Pat Zanella (724-733-1338). 

FLOWERS 

Please sign up on the 

Flower Calendar in the 

Fifth Street vestibule or 

contact Carla Lowman at 

412-795-2521. 
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 GREETERS FLOWERS USHERS 

Oct. 2 Tom Tumulty Paul Myers Fred Shields, Head Usher; 

Oct. 9 Joe McNally Bob & Bert Erickson Madison Long; Diane Shields; 

Oct. 16 Dale Remai Marjorie Kuhn Debbie Trumble; and 

Oct. 23 Clare Oskin Robin Gourley John, Amy and Carmen Veltri. 

Oct. 30 Kathy Bowser Bob & Joan Coates  

DEACONS CORNER  

 

YARD SALE  ï The old saying, ñHard work pays offò is certainly true when it came to the Deacons annual sale in July.  After 

the smoke cleared (expenses deducted) our net profit was over $10,000.00, a record achievement.  We are very pleased that 

these funds will benefit the many people and organizations in need throughout the next year.  We pray that God will guide us in 

the distribution of these resources. 

 

WAGNER HOUSE CENTER FOR CHILDRENï Recently the Deacons made a financial contribution to this non-profit   

organization which provides affordable, accessible and quality childcare for ñat riskò children.  Located in Verona, Wagner 

House strives to provide opportunities for parents to complete their education or return to the work force.  

 

LAZARUS TOMB COFFEEHOUSE   - A financial contribution was also given to this non-profit community outreach center 

that provides a place where people of all ages, races and creeds can find fellowship and help.  Children from homes where there 

is no family unit in place regularly go to the Coffeehouse for Bible stories, crafts and food. Contributions from organizations, 

churches, service clubs and interested individuals help them to be the ñhands of God extendedò to those less fortunate. 

 
PETS FOR VETS CAMPAIGN  ï We are pleased to announce that we have received over $700.00 from the congregation for 

this very worthwhile project.  Pets will be purchased in bulk from a supplier in California and delivered to the Alzheimerôs and 

Hospice patients at the Heinz VA Hospital in Aspinwall.  Father George York, creator of the project, will attend our November 

meeting to share the heartwarming stories of the men and women who receive these gifts.  Again, thank you to those of you 

who have already made a contribution to this on-going campaign.  We are grateful for your support.  To be continuedé.. 

 

HOUSE FIRE ï If members know of any needs of the occupants of the three apartment building fire on Sixth Street in       

Oakmont, please notify Jane Kinter or any of the Deacons. 

 

 COMMUNION  - Since communion is one of the two sacraments recognized by the Presbyterian Church, the Deacons serve 

as the loving hands of Christ with those who are unable to attend our church services.  Currently, we are serving communion to 

ten members.  If you know of anyone who would like more information or would like to receive communion, please call Ellen 

Jubeck, Coordinator of Home Communion at (412) 828-2884 or Chris Hudack at (412) 820-9719. 

 

SHARE-A-MEAL  ï The Deacons are willing to provide meals to any member who may require a little help when confronted 

with a lingering illness, coming home from the hospital or after a loved one has died.  If you know of anyone who would bene-

fit from this service, please call Barbara Harris at (412) 826-1641 or Kathy Bowser at (412) 828-8409. 
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