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Brothers and Sisters in Christ, 

 

November comes with the promise of blessing as we anticipate Thanksgiving celebrations with our families and friends. But 

November comes with a spiritual dangerðpractical tasks can become our focus. When that happens our spiritual 
grounding is lost and hope often wanes. There is another way. God has given us the gift of memory by which we may recall 

Godôs daily gifts and stay connected with God. 

 

Each Busy Day 

 

Tree stumps litter the roadôs edge Most know too well their way 

Along with fast food cups and wrappers and their routine of 

Animal pelts mark scavengersô meals. making up, planning or listening to news 

 

The road is worn and filled with patches But others also traveling 

Pieces of concrete sit idly while the very same road 

The bridge continues its slow dismantling. have a vastly different journey. 

 

Cars pass again and again in They look for the extra among the ordinary 

Factory-like progression red-tailed hawk, wisp of cloud, coloring leaves 

Conveying workers to their work. a smile, a compromise, a life briefly touched. 

 

Some press the pace for they know that each busy day 

in futile hope, but is a new creation with half-hidden blessings 

there is no advantage to be gained. To be discovered by those with a will for seeing. 

 

God, give us a will for seeing the daily bread with which you bless us 

that knowing our fullness our days may be filled with gratitude. 

Steve  

November at a Glance 
 

November 6 
All Saintôs Observance (8:15, 11 a.m.) 

Remembering Loved Ones Who Have Died 

 

November 13 

Thank Offering Sunday (8:15, 11 a.m.), Guest Preacher, the Rev. Brian Diebold 

Congregational Meeting to Review the Draft Budget following the 11 a.m. worship service 

 

November 20 

Christ the King Worship (8:15, 11 a.m.) 

Thanksgiving Worship ï 5 p.m. 

Thanksgiving Dinner ï 6 p.m.  

(see inside for details - reservations may be made through the Church office) 

 

November 27 

First Sunday in Advent (8:15, 11 a.m.) 
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SAVE THE DATE ï Sunday November 20th 5:00 pm ï 7:00 pm ï Thanksgiving at OPC.  You will not want to miss 

this event! WE ï  the OPC Family and Friends ï will gather at 5:00 pm in the sanctuary for a Service of Thanksgiving- 

celebrating our many blessings and offering our thanks and praise to God. Rev. Steve Wilson will offer a Thanksgiving  

Meditation and the sanctuary will be decorated in a ñharvest homeò theme. The Ministry of Music will be provided by our 

Childrenôs Choir and The Believe Voices (adult vocal ensemble). We will then move down to the dining room to enjoy a 

catered Thanksgiving Feast prepared by caterer, Cindy Bowen.  The costs are $10.00 per person and $30.00 per family. 

Children under 5 are free!  If the cost is prohibitive for you to participate, please contact Jane Kinter at (412) 828-5770 , 

ext. 305 or email her at jkinter@oakmontpresy.org. We want everyone to be able to be with ñthe church family and friendsò 

for Thanksgiving! So plan now to attend this event sponsored by Childrenôs Ministry, Music Ministry and Family Life 

Ministryéit was a huge success last year! It will be even better if YOU attend this year! 

 
Sunday December 11th ï 31st Annual Carol Walk ï 6:00 pm ï 8:15 pm. This annual event  
in Oakmont is the highlight of the season for many. It is a ñprogressive serviceò of Lessons and 
Carols featuring the choirs at area churches and then at the final church, a combined choir 
made up of singers from the churches and community. It all concludes with a lovely reception.  
This year we begin at 6:00 pm at OPC.  Come, bring a friend or two and celebrate the season 
with us! 

BAZAAR NEWS 
Depending on when you receive your newsletter, this is either a thank you or an invitation.  The Christmas 
Bazaar was held on Saturday, November 5.  Hopefully you were able to attend and enjoy lunch and do a little 
shopping.  We thank you for your support. We also appreciate all the donations everyone made to the         
Bazaar.  In the next newsletter we will be able to report on the proceeds from the Bazaar.   
  

 
HAM LOAVES  
We always sell a lot of ham loaves at the Bazaar.  And we have a new supply.  Unfortunately, the price of the meat has 
gone up and consequently we have had to raise the price to $3.  To keep making and selling ham loaves, we could really 
use some more volunteers.  Like the old saying "many hands make light workò.  You can volunteer or order by calling 
Diane Shields at 412-828-7669 or the church office. 
  
SHAWL BLESSING AND THANK OFFERING  
The next shawl blessing is scheduled during Thank Offering Sunday, November 13 at the 11:00 am service.  The 
speaker for that service is Rev. Brian Diebold, the minister from Verona Presbyterian Church, in a pulpit exchange.  He 
will be able to share with us much about local mission work in the Oakmont-Verona area. 
  
CIRCLE BIBLE STUDY  
The women's Bible Circle will meet on Wednesday, November 3 at 1:30 in the Marie Berg room.  We will be concluding 
our study entitled Journeys Through Revelation: Apocalyptic Hope for Today.  The lessons are entitled The Empire Has 
Fallen! Evacuate Now!,  Destruction Precedes Rebuilding and Journey Into the New Jerusalem.  We can now look at  
Revelation as a book of hope and not as a book of terror.  This has been a very engrossing study.  Please come and join us 
for a look forward with hope, fellowship and some refreshments. 
 
CHRISTMAS CIRCLE MEETING  
The Christmas Circle Meeting will be a covered dish luncheon with the staff.  It will be held in the dining room on 
Wednesday, December 7 at 12:30 pm.  Everyone is invited to come and join us for lunch and some holiday fun. 
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DIRECTORY UPDATES 
 

Deaths: 

Lois Eaton (10-11-11) 

Your OPC family really does care about you!  But there are times when you are ill, in the hos-

pital or in emotional need and we don't know about it.  Please remember to contact a staff 

member or the church office so that we can be there in your time of need.  You are loved!   

Christian Education 

We are truly blessed at OPC with incredible Sunday School Teachers.  Peeking in at the classes, you may see children   

engaged in the story of the day, art activities that help illustrate the message of the lesson and others enjoying food while 

discussing their weeks with the teachers.  It is noisy and active and God is present.  Over the next few months, I will share 

with you a little bit about our teachers starting with  

 

Sylvia Tumulty  

 

Sylvia has been the Pre-K teacher for the past three years.  She is married to Tom, and has three grown children and six 

grandchildren.  Her enthusiasm and spirit for Sunday School is quite evident on Sunday mornings as she arrives with her 

lesson preparation. There is a smile on her face and usually kids following behind her. Sylvia enjoys teaching Pre-K and 

sees God working in the children through their smiles, their questions and their answers.  This class has caused her faith to 

grow as she watches the children and relearns the Bible stories of the day.  She was asked this question, ñMiss Sylvia, when 

you get old and go to heaven, will you still be a Sunday School teacher?ò  Of course her answer was a resounding ñYes I 

will!ò  Sylvia ñlovesò teaching Sunday School and very often her experiences in class will cause her day or maybe even 

week to be more upbeat and positive.   Probably she is known best by her grandmother style of hugs and kisses.  Every stu-

dent receives one as they enter the room.  In fact, some students that have moved on, return for a quick visit and a hug peri-

odically.  It is a true joy watching her in action. 

Other events.. 

Oct. 29-30  Tweeners retreat at Camp Crestfield 

 

Nov. 5th  Mission Day at Open Hands Ministry with Confirmation Class.  All are welcome to join in on this activity.  

Let me know if you are interested in attending  btaylor@oakmontpresby.org 

THANK YOU!  

Thank you to the members and friends of OPC for all of the good thoughts, prayers and cards 

that I received during my illness.  Iôm finally on the road back and it wouldnôt have been   

possible without your help! 

     Thank you againðsincerely, 

      Susan Podgers 

mailto:btaylor@oakmontpresby.org
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Free Concert at 

Oakmont Presbyterian Church 

415 Pennsylvania Avenue, Oakmont 

 

Sunday, November 6 at 3:00 PM 

 

Celtic Harpist - Jo Morrison 

 
Presented by:  

Pittsburgh Chapter of the American Harp Society 

 

Jo Morrison is nationally known for her evocative interpretation of Scottish and Irish music on the harp. Having 

spent time teaching, writing music, and performing on the Isle of Lewis in Scotland. Her knowledge and under-

standing of the Celtic genre puts her in great demand as performer, adjudicator, and teacher across the country. 

 

Please join us and donôt forget to bring a friend! 

JOIN THE CHANCEL CHOIR FOR ADVENT AND CHRISTMAS SEASONé 

 

YOU too could experience a wonderful musical opportunity if you join the OPC ñchoir of angelsò for Advent and 

Christmas!  Join the Chancel Choir for this season filled with beautiful music. This short-term commitment would 

involve the following: 

 

Rehearsals: Thursday evenings -  

  selected portions of the evening in November 

  entire Thursday rehearsals in December at 7:30pm 

 

Sing for Worship: Sunday Morning (11:00am) Nov. 27, and the Sundays in December and early January, 

    The Carol Walk: Sunday December 11 (6-8:15pm) 

    Christmas Eve Candlelight Worship/Communion (10:00pm) 

 

If your schedule cannot accommodate every one of these opportunities, you may participate in whatever you can.  If 

Thursday evenings are a problem for your schedule, but you still would like to sing with us, we offer a                  

mini-rehearsal on Sunday mornings at 10:00am, to accommodate this type of schedule conflict. Please feel free to 

contact Michael Frank at mfrank@oakmontpresby.org or 412-828-5770 x306 to discuss the possibilities or to find 

answers to your questions. This group of dedicated singers is open to OPC members, friends or members of the   

community, grade 9 through adult. 

 

mailto:mfrank@oakmontpresby.org


USHERING 
 

Interested in Ushering?  

Please contact Keith 

McKenzie at 412-793-9379. 
 

 

 

GREETERS 

If you are unable to be a Greeter on your 

assigned date, please contact another 

Greeter to take your station.  If you are 

interested in becoming a Greeter, please 

contact Pat Zanella (724-733-1338). 

FLOWERS 

Please sign up on the 

Flower Calendar in the 

Fifth Street vestibule or 

contact Carla Lowman at 

412-795-2521. 
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 GREETERS FLOWERS USHERS 

Nov. 6 Bay Flanery Hudack Family & Kathy Bowser Pat Zanella, Head Usher; 

Nov. 13 Marilyn Wetmore Open Curtis and Karen McLaurin; 

Nov. 20 Vera belle Weir McKenzie Family & Karen Deklinski Don and Dora Pickel; and 

Nov. 27 Marjorie King Open Emily and Adam Walker 

GREEN TEAM TO VISIT RECYCLING FACILITY   
 

You may already be aware that Oakmont's recycling company, Allied Waste, takes all of our recyclables to it's facility 

in Scottdale, PA, where it is compacted and then transported to the Greenstar Recycling Facilty on Neville Island, in        

Pittsburgh. It is at Greenstar where it is then sorted and started through the recycling process. Our Green Team will be     

touring the Greenstar Facility on Friday, October 28th. Stay tuned for a full report in the December newsletter. 

 

Idea: With the holidays not far away, why not use recyclable bags when shopping or to wrap gifts or take something to 

someone.  They can keep the bag and hopefully reuse it themselves or pass it along to someone else... decreasing the 

use of more plastic bags!    

 

A Big Thank You to the Trustees and Dale Remai for replacing most of the paper towel and toilet paper holders in the 

restrooms with Cascades recycled paper, which annually: 

 Helps preserve over 35 MILLION TREES, 

 Is made with 80% less water, 

 Reduces greenhouse gas emissions by 620 MILLION LBS., and  

 Avoids 6.7 BILLION LBS. of landfill waste. 

Menõs Breakfast FellowshipñTuesday, November 1  

8:30 am in the Dining Room  

 

Come for a hearty breakfastð 

 

 

Please call the church office to RSVP at 412-828-5770 

Donôt forget - bring a friend!  
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