Oakmont Presbyterian
Church

2 mr 3 OAKNOTES

DEC 2011

Advent-Christmas 2011
Friends in Christ,

No one wants this season to be just about decorating our homes, buying presents and barely escaping exhaustion. But for
many of us the reality we experience is more the busy-ness of the season and less the good news of Christmas.

Imagine, however, a Christmas in which ...

God’s good news is as audible to you as the chorus of angels

God is as near as the Christ child was to Mary, Joseph and the visiting shepherds

Good will and peace are born anew into your world
Imagine such an encounter with God at Christmas that you would return to your life routines rejoicing and praising God for
what you had seen and heard....

As clearly as sunsets grace the sky and snow falls gently to the ground, we can experience God’s good news at
Christmas...but it comes to us neither automatically nor without some effort. In this busy time of year, I invite you to
prepare for Christmas by giving yourself these gifts:

Make weekly worship a priority in which you may be spiritually renewed by the good news that brings great joy

Set aside some quiet time with God to “open” this great gift of God’s love in Jesus

Resist over scheduling yourself in December; say “no” at least once a week

Give love generously to your family and friends and limit yourself to affordable gifts so that you may avoid that

Christmas financial “hangover”

Our worship focus aims to reconnect us with the good news of Christmas. Our theme is “News of Great Joy: God’s Gifts
to All the People”. For each of our lives and for every home we pray,
O come to us, abide with us, our Lord, Emmanuel.

Steve

News of Great Joy: God’s Good Gifts for All the People
Messages for Advent and Christmas

Nov. 27 — Keep Awake to See God in Your Life

Dec.4 — Prepare the Way for God’s Work in You

Dec. 11 — Prepare the Way for God’s Work Through You
Dec. 18 — Prepare to Discover God’s Larger Purpose
Dec.24 — Hear the News of Great Joy

Dec. 25 - Sing for Joy

Jan.1 — Living the Ordinary in Faith with Hope

Jan.8 — Seeing the Light, We Make Our Journey

Special Times for Worship

Christmas Eve: 7:00 p.m. Candlelight and 10:00 p.m. Candlelight/Communion
Christmas Day: Christmas brunch at 9:00 a.m. with one worship service at 10 a.m.
New Year’s Day: One worship service at 10:00 a.m.

The OPC staff joins with one voice
to wish you a Blessed Christmas!




Page 2 OAKNOTES

THE MEANING OF ADVENT

Advent is a season of anticipation and hope. It begins on the fourth Sunday before Christmas Day, which is the Sunday
nearest November 30, and ends on Christmas Eve (Dec 24).

The Meaning of Advent Symbols

This is an Advent symbol of Jesus from Rev 1:8 and 22:13: "I am the Alpha and the Omega [the first and the last, the be-
ginning and the end] says the Lord God, who is and who was and who is to come, the Almighty" (see also Isaiah
44:6). The first symbol is the first letter of the Hebrew alphabet, Aleph, and the second is the last letter of the Greek alpha-
bet, Omega. Not only does this symbolize the One who has come and will come again, it also emphasizes the continuity of
God's work in history throughout both the Old and New Testaments.

The Advent Wreath

It is a circular evergreen wreath (real or artificial) with five candles, four around the wreath and one in the center. The cir-
cle of the wreath reminds us of God Himself, His eternity and endless mercy, which has no beginning or end. The green of
the wreath speaks of the hope that we have in God, the hope of newness, of renewal, of eternal life. Candles symbolize the
light of God coming into the world through the birth of His son. The four outer candles represent the period of waiting dur-
ing the four Sundays of Advent, which themselves symbolize the four centuries of waiting between the prophet Malachi
and the birth of Christ.

The light of the candles itself becomes an important symbol of the season. The light reminds us that Jesus is the light of the
world that comes into the darkness of our lives to bring newness, life, and hope. It also reminds us that we are called to be a
light to the world as we reflect the light of God's grace to others (Isa 42:6). Lighting one additional candle in each Sunday
in Advent marks the approaching celebration of Christ’s birth.

The Colors of Advent In recent years the color of the season is royal blue which reminds us that we celebrate and await
the return of Jesus our king.

Advent Reflection  The season of advent is about watching and waiting in hope. It is not just hope for a better day or
hope for the lessening of pain and suffering, although that is certainly a significant part of it. It is more about hope that hu-
man existence has meaning and possibility beyond our present experiences, a hope that the limits of our lives are not nearly
as narrow as we experience them to be. It is not that we have possibility in ourselves, but that God is a God of new things
and so all things are possible (Isa 42:9, Mt 19:26, Mk 14:36).

Minh Towner - Student Pastor

The Memorial and Gift Committee
In the months of July, August, and September memorials were given in the memory of Henry Corson, George
Lazar, Edna Clawson, Rachel Donaldson, and Marti Kistler. Thank you to all who made donations.

Your OPC family really does care about you! But there are times when you are ill, in the hos-
pital or in emotional need and we don't know about it. Please remember to contact a staff
member or the church office so that we can be there in your time of need. You are loved!
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// .\ THANK YOU

.Y. N That is a "BIG" thank you for everyone who supported this year's Christmas Bazaar. This goes out to all those
\"«ﬁ) who crafted, baked, cooked, cleaned, moved tables, carried boxes, helped sell, bought something or had
\ﬁ/ lunch. As of Nov. 6, the total made at this year's bazaar was $2,314.95. And there is still more coming

PRESETERIAN in. This is our major fundraiser for the year to support our mission projects and OPC.
WOME

New Circle Bible Study

We have just concluded our study of Revelation. This study was very hopeful and extremely interesting. It really
presented Revelation in a meaningful and easy to understand way. Our next study will begin with our meeting in
February. We will be starting Confessing the Beatitudes. The Beatitudes are some of the most beloved teachings of Jesus
and possibly some of the most pointed. We may miss the point if we do not study them within their literary, historical and
cultural contexts. We need to consider them as they might have been heard when Jesus spoke them -- during the Roman
Empire. This study will invite us at the end of each lesson to enter into a process of confession. The ancient Christian
practice of confession is a practice of truth-telling, a practice we can only do because we trust in the grace of God through
Jesus.

Christmas Luncheon

There will be a covered dish Christmas luncheon on Wednesday, December 7 at 12:30 in the dining room. Everyone is
invited to come and share lunch with the staff of OPC. It's a great way to start the Holiday season. We always enjoy some
good food and great fellowship. We hope you will plan to attend.

HOLIDAY GIFT REMINDER FROM THE GREEN TEAM

Try to remember your reusable bags when shopping this season, (and all of the time). They are great to shop with or wrap
gifts in for someone else. Many are only .99 cents or $1.50. Think of the plastic bags you will be keeping out of landfills
and at the same time, encouraging others to shop with reusable bags! REMINDER: PLEASE DON'T BAG ANY OF
YOUR RECYCLING IN PLASTIC BAGS - they end up having to be hand sorted at the recycling center!

Stay tuned for the January newsletter where we will report on a recent tour that 3 of us took at the Greenstar Recycling
Facility on Neville Island. Greenstar is where our recycling is taken for final separation and distribution. Very interesting!

DIRECTORY UPDATES

New Members that joined on October 30:

Ambrose “Bugs” & Marcia Bagamery—289 Lansdowne Drive, Verona, PA 15147; 412-793-1037
Nate & Loran Flowers—67 New London Lane, Oakmont, PA 15139; 412-517-8917

Robert & Nedra Hazlett—4123 Kellington CT, Murrysville, PA 15668; 724-226-8711

Craig & Sylvia Thompson—303 Newbury Drive, Monroeville, PA 15146; 412-646-1415
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The story of Christ's birth is a story of promise, hope, and a revolutionary

love. So, what happened? What was once a time to celebrate the birth of a

Savior has somehow turned into a season of stress, traffic jams, and shopping

Bv ENF lists. And when it's all over, many of us are left with presents to return, loom-

! ing debt that will take months to pay off, and this empty feeling of missed
I}ﬂNspm ABY purpose. Is this what we really want out of Christmas? What if Christmas
Welcome to Advent Conspiracy, a movement calling us to proclaim Christ in

how we celebrate Christmas. Beginning the first Sunday in Advent, the Adult Education Class will be studying, discussing, and
hopefully participating in the Advent Conspiracy.

became a world-changing event again?
Class...everyone at OPC is invited to enter the story of Advent and to reconsider how we will celebrate it this year.

Advent Conspiracy was started in 2006 by five pastors who decided to make Christmas a revolutionary event by encouraging
their faith communities to Worship Fully, Spend Less, Give More and Love All. The response was overwhelming and the Con-
spiracy was born. The vision for this project is a collaboration between Rick McKinley of Imago Dei Community in Portland,
OR; Greg Holder from Windsor Crossing in St. Louis, MO; and Chris Seay of Ecclesia in Houston, TX.

_____EINILC

Advent Conspiracy is a resource for churches to engage in authentic Worship and Giving at Christmas more fully — a simple
idea for you to take and run with. Be as creative and bless those in need by giving relationally as God gave His Son to us at
Christmas. No money comes to or through Advent Conspiracy. You decide where and how you would like to Give More to
those in need. The concept behind Advent Conspiracy is simple...

[WORSHIP FULLY]

It starts with Jesus. It ends with Jesus. This is the holistic approach God had in mind for Christmas. It’s a season where we are
called to put down our burdens and lift a song up to our God. It’s a season where love wins, peace reigns, and a king is cele-
brated with each breath. It’s the party of the year. Entering the story of Advent means entering this season with an overwhelm-
ing passion to worship Jesus to the fullest.

[SPEND LESS]

Before you think we’re getting all Scrooge on you, let us explain what we mean. We like gifts. Our kids really like gifts. But
consider this: America spends an average of $450 billion a year every Christmas. How often have you spent money on Christ-
mas presents for no other reason than obligation? How many times have you received a gift out of that same obligation?
Thanks, but no thanks, right? We’re asking people to consider buying ONE LESS GIFT this Christmas. Just one. Sounds insig-
nificant, yet many who have taken this small sacrifice have experienced something nothing less than a miracle: They have been
more available to celebrate Christ during the advent season. Looking for a few gifts that don’t cost a lot of money? Need some
more ideas for relational giving? Head to www.RethinkingChristmas.com today.

[GIVE MORE]
God’s gift to us was a relationship built on love. So it’s no wonder why we’re drawn to the idea that Christmas should be a
time to love our friends and family in the most memorable ways possible. Time is the real gift Christmas offers us, and

no matter how hard we look, it can’t be found at the mall. Time to make a gift that turns into the next family heirloom. Time to
write mom a letter. Time to take the kids sledding. Time to bake really good cookies and sing really bad
Christmas carols. Time to make love visible through relational giving. Sounds a lot better than getting a |
sweater two sizes too big, right?

[LOVE ALL]

When Jesus loved, he loved in ways never imagined. Though rich, he became poor to love the poor, the
forgotten, the overlooked and the sick. He played to the margins. By spending less at Christmas we have
the opportunity to join him in giving resources to those who need help the most. When Advent Conspir-
acy first began four churches challenged this simple concept to its congregations. The result raised more
than a half million dollars to aid those in need. One less gift. One unbelievable present in the name of
Christ. For more information, including some videos, be sure to visit www.AdventConspiracy.org. —

Peace, Brad

But
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Music has always been part of the Birth of Christ...remember that the angel chorus gathered in the sky to announce the
news to the shepherds in the field as theysang Gl ory t o God i n t he HhigybaeasOPC v wil
continue that music as we gather weekly for worship. Our worship sericsNe ws of Gr eat Joy: Go
will feature music of choirs and instruments in a variety of styles and placement in the service. The music is not there to
call attention to itself, or to those who offer it, but rather as a means to help us, who gather for worship, to encounter and
interact with The Word in ways that words alone might not do. The music may also help to move the service along as it
“bridges” from one thing to another. The most important “choir” in any church is YOU, the congregation! As John Calvin
said, the congregation is the larger (main) choir in any church. The other choirs and bells and instruments are there to assist
and encourage you in making your offering of praise. We can also offer praise to God on your behalf (anthems etc.) as the
ones who have been trained through study and weekly rehearsal. The music may serve as a means of inspiration or comfort
or challenge. Music, like the other arts, is used in worship to enhance our encounter with The Holy One.

You will have many opportunities to lift your voice and your heart as we join in the music of Advent and the beloved
Carols of Christmas during this season. One extraordinary opportunity to join together in song will be on Sunday,
December 18™ 11:00am, when we will experience the music of the OPC Chancel Choir, a 20 plus piece orchestra and
organ and YOU. You will have a chance to hear this music and to offer your praise as you have the opportunity to sing with
the orchestra on some of the Carols that day. We pray that the music will stir our spirits and lift our souls heavenward as we
celebrate the greatest gift ever given, that of Jesus, the Christ Child!

May you be able to respond with a hearty A-MEN!
Merry Christmas,
Michael

And speaking of the other arts...Our Advent/Christmas/Epiphany worship services will be enhanced through the use of
visual arts in the sanctuary to help express the theme of the day. This creative work is being done by members of our new
Worship Arts Team. This team’s calling is to create and use art and artistic effects that will help bring the theme of the day
or of a Scripture passage alive in some visual way that will help us to engage in a deeper way. They will be responsible for
the appointments (holy or sacred decorations) in the sanctuary along with banners and liturgical colors used through the
year. The team members have been praying, dreaming, listening and creating for the last several months. Serving on the
current “dream team” are: Martha Corson, Joan Fisher, Janice French, Kathy Samson, Sue Sanford, Karen Smith and Jean
Wimer with staff support from Michael Frank & Steve Wilson.

Pea

The 31* Annual CAROL WALK will be held Sunday December 11" 6:00pm — 8:15pm. This
“progressive”, ecumenical service of Scripture readings (lessons), Christmas Carols and beautiful
choral music of the season, beings at 6:00pm at Oakmont Presbyterian Church (corner of
Pennsylvania Ave. & 5™ Street). The event opens with the reading of the first two Lessons and
music by our JuBELLation Ringers, Believe Voices and a combined anthem from our Children’s
Choir and Chancel Choir. The Walk will then continue to St. Thomas Episcopal Church (corner
of Delaware Ave. & 4" St.), then to St. Irenaeus Roman Catholic Church (385 Maryland Ave.)
and will conclude this year at Oakmont United Methodist Church (corner of Maryland Ave.
and 5™ Street). As has been the tradition, after the final church has offered the final Lessons, car-
ols and anthems, the area church choirs and singers from the community join together in a com-
bined choir to offer several selections celebrating the season. This year we will sing two anthems
dedicated to the memory of the creator and long time Carol Walk Director, Marti DiGioia-
Kistler, who died earlier this year. Marti loved her organ and piano duets and so one of the an-
thems features this, played by Ken Hand (St. Irenacus) and Polly McQueen (OUMC), the other is accompanied by four
hands, one piano. Michael Frank (OPC) will serve as the Carol Walk Director. Following the finale, the host church will
host a lovely reception for everyone. Plan to attend this wonderful community celebration of Christ’s Birth and invite
someone to join you!
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JOIN THE CHANCEL CHOI R FOR ADVENT AND CHRI ST S S|

J: YOU too could experience a wonderful musical opportunity if you join the OPC “choir of angels” for Advent and J:
Christmas! Join the Chancel Choir for this season filled with beautiful music. This short-term commitment would
involve the following:

Rehearsals: Thursday evenings -
selected portions of the evening in November
entire Thursday rehearsals in December at 7:30pm

Sing for Worship: Sunday Morning (11:00am) Nov. 27, and the Sundays in December and early January,
The Carol Walk: Sunday December 11 (6-8:15pm)
Christmas Eve Candlelight Worship/Communion (10:00pm)

v L fv fv fv L [ e
v L fv fv fv L [ e

u If your schedule cannot accommodate every one of these opportunities, you may participate in whatever you can. If JJ
Thursday evenings are a problem for your schedule, but you still would like to sing with us, we offer a

Jz mini-rehearsal on Sunday mornings at 10:00am, to accommodate this type of schedule conflict. Please feel free to
contact Michael Frank at mfrank@oakmontpresby.org or 412-828-5770 x306 to discuss the possibilities or to find

u answers to your questions. This group of dedicated singers is open to OPC members, friends or members of the JJ

J7 community, grade 9 through adult. g

&3
7] 7]
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GREETERS FLOWERS USHERS
Dec. 4 Janice French Teri Kedzierski Keith McKenzie/Jack Lewis, Head Ushers;
Dec. 11 |Barbara Spier Open Wayne Blackwell; Bay Flanery;
Dec. 18 |Bill Taylor Poinsettias, Sue Flanagan Marge Kuhn; Diane McKenzie, Alt.
Dec. 25 |Pat Zanella Worsham Family and Chris and Christoph Hudack
GREETERS

FLOWERS USHERING
Please sign up on the
Flower Calendar in the
Fifth Street vestibule or
contact Carla Lowman at
412-795-2521.

If you are unable to be a Greeter on your
assigned date, please contact another
Greeter to take your station. If you are
interested in becoming a Greeter, please
contact Pat Zanella (724-733-1338).

Interested in Ushering?
Please contact Keith
McKenzie at 412-793-9379.
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1
POINSETTIAS :

]I tds time to order-inchpotslr Yourpd poinsett.i
| poinsettias can be picked up after either the early or latk
| Christmas Eve Worship Services on December 24" I
Poinsettias remaining after the Christmas season will ke
| distributed to nursing homes in our area. I
| |
| Please place your order in the offering plates or send it b
I the church office with the memo on your check marked
J]opoinsettia.o

I Questions can be directed to either Ann Buechli (412-
828-9382) or Dixie Anderson (412-828-2137).

December 7this the last day to order poinsettias.

LR LAl S LI e

Total

X $8.50 each =

|
|
|
|
|
|
|
|
|
|
|
Poinsettia Order :
|
|
|
|
|
|
|
|
|
|
|
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|
|
|
|
|
|
|
|
|
|
|
| Quantity X Price
|
|
|
|
|
|
|
|
|
L
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As of Oct 31, 2011, the following is our Church’s Expense Budget Summary:

Year to Date Income-------- $431,802
Year to Date Expenses------ $457,048
Deficit------ $(25,246)

We encourage our congregation to continue their support of our church programs as we approach the end of our fiscal
year. We have been holding the spending under budget so far this year and would expect to continue this effort for the
balance of the year.

Thank you all for your generous support, The Property and Finance Committee

DEACONS CORNER
MEALS ON WHEELS Funded by Allegheny County, this senior nutrition program is one of the many services provided
by Riverview Community Action Corporation. RCAC depends on community and church volunteers to deliver a hot and
cold meal each week day to approximately 75 residents of Oakmont and Verona. Currently Kim Dinnin serves as coordina-
tor for the 6 OPC volunteers who deliver meals on the third Wednesday of every month. Occasionally “emergency”

volunteers are needed. If you are willing to donate 90 minutes of your time when there is a need for a substitute, please
contact Kim at (412) 767-4184.

FOOD BANK With the unemployment rate still hovering around 9% many families must rely on the RCAC and Verona
Food Banks for canned goods, packaged food products, toiletries, paper goods and cleaning products. Although the
Deacons appreciate those who continually fill our vestibule shopping carts throughout the year, we ask that our
congregation be especially generous during the Thanksgiving and Christmas holiday seasons. As you make plans and food
shop for your family, please purchase extra items for those who are struggling to make ends meet.

COMMUNION Since communion is one of the two sacraments recognized by the Presbyterian Church, the Deacons
serve as the loving hands of Christ with those who are unable to attend our church services. Currently, we are serving
communion to ten members. If you know of anyone who would like more information or would like to receive
communion, please call Ellen Jubeck, Coordinator of Home Communion at (412) 828-2884 or Chris Hudack at (412) 820-
9719.

SHARE-A-MEAL The Deacons are willing to provide meals to any member who may require a little help when con-
fronted with a lingering illness, coming home from the hospital or after a loved one has died. If you know of anyone who
would benefit from this service, please call Barbara Harris at (412) 826-1641 or Kathy Bowser at (412) 828-8409.

With Heartfelt Thanks ¢é by Bert Erickson

It has been both an honor and a privilege to direct the handbell ensembles at OPC over the past 7 years. In that time, we
have expanded from 3 to 5 octaves of handbells and have added 5 octaves of handchimes. The additional instruments
were purchased through the generosity of various member contributions and funds from the memorial committee. The
expansion has allowed us to provide more diverse musical offerings to the members of our congregation, and also en-
abled more people to be involved with ringing.

We’ve once again been blessed. Through additional contributions that have been received over the past three years, the
lower 6™ and 7™ octaves of bass chimes have been purchased. Bob and I made the trip to Malmark (located just outside
of Philadelphia) to pick them up in early November.

This was a significant purchase. OPC is one of only two churches in western PA who have these chimes!
The ringers and I would like to thank those of you who have supported our music ministry over the years. Your generous

contributions have made this purchase possible. We’re all looking forward to their debut at the Carol Walk on Dec. 11.
We hope to see you there!
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Oakmont Presbyterian Church

6:30
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The finale at Oakmont United Methodist Church
will feature the combined Community Choir

singing music of the season concluding
with the Hallelujah Chorus
Reception follows - 8:15 pm



