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OAKNOTES  

Sisters and Brothers in Christ, 

 

A number of years ago when we developed banners for the sanctuary we struggled to choose symbols for the purple, 

Lenten banners. In spite of our efforts, nothing seemed right and then we came upon what may be a true spiritual insight 

ï Lent is what you make of it. In a sense, each individualôs turn toward God puts their particular image life onto the 

Lenten banners. 

 

Some of our members have shared with me their particular Lenten focus. Now when I look at our Lenten banners these 

are some of the images I imagine: 

¶ kneeling in prayer for others 

¶ looking heavenward with open arms to accept Godôs mercy and leave shame behind 

¶ sitting quietly in a comfortable chair and focusing on scripture reading 

¶ walking along a path as exercise for body, mind and spirit 

¶ lying awake at night with the trust of a child sleeping in her parentôs bed  

¶ entering the door to a recovery room 

 

You can figure out the issues or spiritual practices people are undertaking from those images. 

 

One challenge we must face in Lent is that of our own expectations ï sometimes we think that life is what it is and that 

nothing will change. Clearly, that attitude can infect our thinking and undermine our practice. 

 

Theologically, our God is the God who not only created, but continues to create. ñBehold, I am making all things newò 

we read (Revelation 21:5).  And from Paul, ñSo if anyone is in Christ, there is a new creation: everything old has passed 

away; see, everything has become new!ò (2 Corinthians 5:17) 

 

In his recent book, John Savage writes of such newness coming to him. 

 

About two years before this book was published I took part in a prayer vigil in a church that has a 

beautiful stained-glass window at the front of the worship area. There was a kneeler placed in front of 

the Communion Table. The sanctuary had been dimmed to enhance the silence. I moved and knelt on 

the prayer bench and focused on the well-lighted stained-glass window of Jesus kneeling in the gar-

den of Gethsemane. In a moment of meditation I imagined myself kneeling next to Jesus. I asked, 

ñJesus, do you have a word for me?ò the response was startling, fast and clear. ñWrite,ò he said (John 

Savage, Your Spiritual IQ:  Five Steps to Spiritual Growth). 

 

Perhaps this is the very time that you will hear Godôs word for you if you will stop and listen. 

 

Grace to you, and 

 

Peace, 
 

Steve  
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Thoughtful words from author Geoffrey Hilléjust a taste from the Lenten Devotional ñBread and Wineò. 

       Peace, 

        Brad 

 

Lachrimae Amantis 

Geoffrey Hill 

What is there in my heart that you should sue 

so fiercely for its love?  What kind of care  

brings you as though a stranger to my door 

through the long night and in the icy dew 

 

seeking the heart that will not harbor you, 

that keeps itself religiously secure? 

At this dark solstice filled with frost and fire 

your passionôs ancient wounds must bleed anew. 

 

So many nights the angel of my house 

has fed such urgent comfort through a dream, 

whispered ñyour lord is coming, he is closeò 

 

that I have drowsed half-faithful for a time 

bathed in pure tones of promise and remorse: 

ñtomorrow I shall wake to welcome him.ò 

DEACONS CORNER 
 

The Deacons would like to thank everyone who donated desserts for the dinner that we hosted through Twin Boros Health 

Ministry in January.  The Deacons provided meals for over 50 guests at the Verona Methodist Church. 

 

Due to scheduling problems we have not had a blood drive in recent months.  The blood drives will resume in March.  The 

blood drives will be held in March, May, August and October on the first Saturday of the month.  As in the past, the drives 

will alternate between OPC and the Oakmont Methodist Church with the March drive being held at OPC.  If you can     

donate, please contact Keith McKenzie (412-793-9379), Joan Remai (412 828-7105) , or Erik Selinger (412 795-2269) to 

schedule your donation. 

 

Although the weather is definitely winter, please donôt forget that summer is coming and so is the Yard Sale.  As you are 

doing your spring-cleaning, please consider donating those unneeded items to the yard sale.  We need house wares, linens, 

furniture, books, childrenôs clothing, toys, womenôs clothing, jewelry, and electronics (no TVs please).  If you have     

questions or have large items that require pick-up, please call Keith McKenzie (412-793-9379). 

The Spaghetti Dinner in support of the OPC youth mission team that was 

scheduled for today has been rescheduled for Sunday, March 21st following 

the 11:00 worship service.  Mark your calendar! 
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Lent at Oakmont Presbyterian Church 

 

Lent enables us to face ourselves, to see the weak places, to touch the wounds in our own soul, and 

to determine to try once more to live beyond our lowest aspirations. 

 

 

Lenten Worship Services 

(Child care will be provided for all the worship services.) 

 

Apr 1  Maundy Thursday, sanctuary, 7:00 pm. 

 

Apr 2 Good Friday, sanctuary, 7:00 pm. 

 

 

 

Lenten Suppers & Worship Services 

Suppers ~ dining room 

Worship ~ sanctuary 

(Child care will be provided for all the worship services.) 

 

ñWhat We've Learned: Member Stories of Spiritual Growthò 

 

Mar 3   6:30 pm, Supper:  ham & bean soup 

   7:10 pm, Worship:  Elva & Bill Taylor: ñWhat We Learned about Blending Two Familiesò 

 

Mar 10 6:30 pm, Supper:  vegetable beef soup 

   7:10 pm, Worship:  Janice, Natalie, & Kirsten French: ñWhat Weôve Learned about Family 

 Transitionsò 

 

Mar 17  6:30 pm, Supper:  tomato bisque soup 

    7:10 pm, Worship:  óFireproofing Your Marriageô Group, ñWhat Weôve Learned about Healthy 

 Marriagesò 

 

Mar 24 6:30 pm, Supper:  wedding soup 

    7:10 pm, Worship:  Paul Gigler, ñWhat Iôve Learned About My Journeyò 
 

Joan Chittister, The Liturgical Year, Thomas Nelson Publishers, Nashville, 2009, p. 112-113  



USHERING 
 

Interested in Ushering?  

Please contact Jack Lewis at 

412-798-2475. 
 

 

 

GREETERS 

If you are unable to be a Greeter on your 

assigned date, please contact another 

Greeter to take your station.  If you are 

interested in becoming a Greeter, please 

contact Pat Zanella (724-733-1338). 

FLOWERS 

Please sign up on the 

Flower Calendar in the 

Fifth Street vestibule or 

contact Carla Lowman at 

412-795-2521. 
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 GREETERS FLOWERS USHERS 

Mar. 7 Dale Remai Shannon Meyers Kathy Bowser, Head Usher; 

Mar. 14 Clare Oskin Karen Smith Bob and Amy Fassinger; 

Mar. 21 Barbara Spier French Family Eric and Adele Selinger; and 

Mar. 28 Bay Flanery Palm Sunday John, Amy & Carmen Veltri 

TRUSTEES UPDATE 

The Steam boiler was repaired. 

Financial Update from Property and Finance Committee 

 

For January 2010, our churchôs expense budget shows the following: 

 

Total Income: $54,718 

Total Expense: $53,382 

Budget Balance: +$1,336 

 

We are off to a good start this year with the budget and with your help, we will continue this positive trend all year. 

Thanks for your many contributions to our church. 
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Film Discussion Series 
Free Admission & Everyone is Welcome! 

 

Screening Dates: 

 

March 5�² Henry Poole is Here! 
A comedic drama about a disillusioned man who goes hiding in placid suburbia only to discover 

he cannot escape the forces of hope. Returning to the middleclass neighborhood where he grew 

up, Henry chooses to live in indulgent isolation. Real life, however, refuses to cooperate with his 

plans. Nosy neighbors interrupt him with curious visits and prying questions. Then the situation 

escalates as a stain on Henry's stucco wall is seen to have miraculous powers. His last-ditch 

hideout becomes a shrine; his backyard turns into an arena for passionate debate about faith and 

destiny. Seeking anonymous oblivion, cynical Henry Poole instead finds himself right at the 

center of the human comedy. A modern-day fable, director Mark Pellington's new film investi-

gates the unexpected wonders of the everyday. A faithless man finds hope. A hopeless man finds 

love. Whether backyard miracles are real or triggered by hope and belief, their personal effects 

are permanent.  

 

 

 

March 19�² The Wager 
An actor at the pinnacle of his Hollywood career finds himself buckling to temptation after he 

accepts the lead in a classic tale of good versus evil and rumors concerning his mortality and 

faith begin making the rounds. Michael Steele (Randy Travis) has just been nominated for Best 

Actor at the Academy Awards. It's the highest honor an actor could hope for, and in the wake 

of that announcement Michael is cast in what may be the role of a lifetime. He's set to play the 

lead in a timeless tale of monumental conflict, but will all of the swirling gossip cause Michael 

to stumble on the path of righteousness? His marriage in jeopardy and his career on the line, 

the man who always tried to do right by God will attempt to summon the courage and          

conviction needed to set his life straight. 

 

 

 

April 9ðHidden Secrets 

April 23ðChanging Lanes 

May 7ðNight of the Iguana 

May 21ðPilgrimôs Progress 

YARD SALE 
The Deacon-sponsored Super Yard Sale will take place July 30 & 31.  Please keep 
this in mind when you are doing your spring cleaning.  We will be accepting just 
about anything that is in good working order and cleanðhousewares, ladiesô and 
childrenôs clothing (no menôs clothing), electronics (no TVs this year), books, 
toys,  furniture, etc.  If you have questions, please contact Keith McKenzie at 412-
793-9379.  The yard sale is the  Deaconôs primary fund-raiser during the year, and 
we appreciate your contributions.   


